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• Thank you for coming. Start on your left, and work your way 
around the room
• This open house is a less-formal format that allows for better 

communication between residents and City staff, Kalahari 
representatives
• Feel free to ask questions of staff and Kalahari representatives 

as well as to write down comments on the notepads provided
• Feel free to take time to mull things over and send us an email 

with your comments, questions, concerns to 
kalahari@roundrocktexas.gov

Kalahari Project
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• All of the comments submitted will be documented and 
presented to the City Council
• The information presented tonight will also be presented at the 

May 18 open house
• These open houses are not required by statute, however the 

City values your input and strives to maintain an open 
development process

Kalahari Project
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• It is projected that Kalahari will bring in approximately $4.7 
million in annual net, direct tax revenues to the City in the first 
10 years of operations
• Kalahari will diversify employment opportunities in Round 

Rock, and will hire at least 700 for varying experience levels 
including: full time, salaried, part-time and hourly positions 
• The Convention Center will provide currently unavailable large-

scale meeting and exhibition space; It represents a valuable 
new industry for Round Rock that improves our economic 
diversity 

Why Kalahari
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• Kalahari will invest at least $350 million in the project, which 
will create significant property tax revenue to Round Rock ISD, 
with minimal impact on school district operations
• The City believes the project will attract additional business, 

development, and investment in Round Rock and Williamson 
County, further adding to the property tax base
• Many of the resorts offerings – including an indoor-outdoor 

water park, multiple restaurants, and a day spa – will be open 
for local patrons to enjoy

Why Kalahari
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June 15, 2016 - Kalahari Resorts and Conventions announced its intent to 
build a resort, indoor water park and convention center in Round Rock
June 23, 2016 - The City Council approved a non-binding memorandum of 
understanding with Kalahari 
Dec. 15, 2016 - The City Council approved a series of contracts, including 
a ground lease and economic development agreement, with Kalahari at its 
meeting
Dec. 20, 2016 - The City purchased 351 acres for the project; Kalahari 
made a $17 million initial lease payment to the City the same day
Jan. 26, 2017 - The City Council approved the purchase of an additional 
1.5 acres for the project

Project History



Planned Unit Development (PUD)
Approval Process
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• In monitoring feedback on the City’s social media accounts and
emails to kalahari@roundrocktexas.gov the following prevalent
concerns have been noted:

• Traffic
• Noise
• Water usage
• Potential impact on property value

(This link will take you to a document showing input received 
about the project)

Concerns Expressed So Far
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•Connections and improvements coming to U.S. 79 and
Kenney Fort Blvd. specifically for this development

• This project is large, but visitors to the resort likely
won’t have much of an impact on rush hour traffic
because they won’t be on an 8-to-5 schedule. They’ll
come and go throughout the day

Transportation
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•City will issue $30 million in bonds for on and off site
improvements that will be repaid by revenues
generated by the project

•Much less of a rush hour traffic impact than a 1,400
home development

Transportation
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Police

• Private Kalahari security team
• Proactive community policing
• Firsthand knowledge of resort

operations
• Family resort

Public Safety
Fire and EMS

• Fire Department impact is estimated
to be less than 1 call per day for an
EMS related incident
• Not anticipated to negatively impact

our ability to respond to calls
• Will be a modern facility meeting

new building code safety
requirements
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DRAFT 
Phase 1 
Site Plan 
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• 975 room resort hotel + guest
houses (“Nyumbas”)
• 200,000 sq. ft. convention center
• 200,000 sq. ft. indoor water park
• Outdoor water park
• Indoor and outdoor family

entertainment center
• Wedding venue
• Recreational lake

• Spa
• Employee housing
• Restaurants
• Retail
• Small amphitheater/outdoor music

venue
• Trails
• Ropes course
• Bowling alley

Uses Requested by Kalahari
Phase 1: ~150 acres near Kenney Fort Blvd and U.S. 79 
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• Theme park

• Petting zoo

• Aquarium

• Retail

• Restaurants

• High-tech golf driving range

• Movie theater

• Other hotel

• Pet retreat

• Gas station and convenience store
(oriented to Kenney Fort or U.S. 79)

Potential Future Uses
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• Site design
• Distance buffers from creek
• Enhanced landscaping
• Fencing
• Shielded, directional lighting

Methods to mitigate impact on neighbors 
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Proximity to 
Homes
(Non-
developable 
area)
Legend
FEMA FLOODPLAIN

Floodway

1% Annual Chance (100yr)

1% Approx. (100yr)

0.2% Annual Chance (500yr)
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Potable Water 
• The City’s long-term water plan has been developed with large commercial projects in mind, so we

have ample supplies now and in the future to serve a project like Kalahari Resorts.
• The entirety of the Kalahari operation is predicted to use in the range of 180,000 to 260,000 gallons

of water daily. Even after Kalahari is operational, the City will still have more than 26 million gallons
per day of available capacity.

• This project will not require any additional supply, infrastructure, or treatment capacity

Reuse Water 
• Sufficient reuse water capacity is currently available which offsets future peak potable water

demand
• The City is encouraging Kalahari to connect and use reuse water; however, property owners are

allowed by State law to use groundwater for irrigation purposes

Utilities
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Feedback methods:
•Write comments on the notepads provided
•Email kalahari@roundrocktexas.gov
•All input received will be shared with the City
Council

Thank You for Coming!



Planned Unit Development (PUD)
Approval Process
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Where to get project information?

www.roundrocktexas.gov/kalahari

Feedback methods:
• Write comments on the notepads provided
• Email kalahari@roundrocktexas.gov
• All input received will be shared with the City Council
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Citizen Responses 

. Email Communication with 

kalahari@roundrocktexas.gov 

. 50 total emails beginning 6/15/2016 

. 26 from companies wanting to do 

business with Kalahari 

. Citizen input emails attached 

. Social media summaries 

N R K 
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