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The City of Round Rock Park and Recreation Department’s (PARD) 

quality parks and recreation system that produces economic, health, 

the best parks and recreation department in the country by: 

• Linking the community: The PARD will continue to add to the 
expansive trail system to link all sectors of Round Rock to each 

• Creating a sense of place: The PARD will help create a city 

• Sustainable parks and recreation system: The PARD will 
create a parks and recreation system that takes care of existing 

• Environmental stewardship: The PARD will set an example 
for the residents of Round Rock with resource conservation, 

• Equal distribution of resources: The PARD will diversify 
the parks and recreation system to provide a variety of parks, 
experiences, programs, and events and ensure that everyone 

CHAPTER 1
Forward

People dedicated and empowered to create a positive and memorable experience in 
people’s lives.

~ City of Round Rock Parks and Recreation Mission Statement
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Plan Components:

CHAPTER 2
Executive Summary

“Parks and open space improve our physical and psychological health, strengthen our 
communities, and make our cities and neighborhoods more attractive places to live and work.”

~ Paul M. Sherer, The Trust for Public Land
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Round Rock’s Need for Parks and 
Recreation
Quality of life is an important factor to the Round Rock community. Quality of life 
encompasses many areas, including the ability to get good jobs, the ability to 
get around the City easily, the feeling that the City is a safe place to call home, 
and the availability of attractive homes and neighborhoods in which to live.

One of the most important aspects of a community’s character is the availability 
of high quality parks and recreation opportunities in the city. Parks and recreation 

and encourage us to lead a healthy lifestyle. Attractive parks and natural areas 

visible reminder of the beauty of the land that people choose to live in. Parks 
are also one of the most visible elements of a city government at work and can 
instill a strong sense of pride in the residents of a community. A good park and 
recreation system lets both residents and visitors know that the leadership of 
the city is interested in the well being of its citizens.

Purpose of the Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan
Round Rock’s original Park and Recreation Master Plan was completed in 
2000. The 2000 Plan provided guidance for the City, helping the park system 

Round Rock itself. The Master Plan was updated in 2009 (Game Plan 2020: 

both a global and local stage. This Plan, Playbook 2030: Building a Connected 
Community, will be a key guiding tool for City staff and elected and appointed 

A good parks and recreation system does not occur randomly, but rather 
requires a series of orderly steps. It responds to the interests of all citizens it 
serves. This Plan establishes goals and priorities, and provides an assessment 
of Round Rock’s park and recreation system in the years 2016-2017. The park 
and recreation planning process allows the citizens of Round Rock to determine 
what their preferred park and recreation priorities should be. This Plan: 

and assesses where additional facilities will be needed as the City grows, 

Guides the City in acquiring land to meet current and future park and 

Is intended to guide City staff and leaders in determining where and how 

Jurisdiction, Planning Area, and Time Frame
The recommendations of this Plan will be considered for implementation by the 
City of Round Rock.  It is intended to cover all of Round Rock as well as the 

10 years and beyond. Many of the recommendations of the Plan are valid 

the Parks and Recreation Master Plan should be completely updated after a 

alter the recreation needs of the City.  In addition, an annual review workshop 

review progress each year.  Annual updates by City staff will also be prepared. 
Updates should be prepared on a more frequent basis if special needs or 

through citizen meetings, interviews, and workshops will be included in any 
updating process.Map 2.1, Planning Area
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Summary of Citywide Strategic Plan, Game 
On 2060
The City of Round Rock regularly updates its citywide strategic master plan 

In order for Round Rock to achieve its desired vision, the Strategic Plan laid out 
seven principles. Of these seven principles, parks and recreation can have a 

great neighborhoods.  Parks and recreation provides the community with a wide 
array of family-friendly opportunities including: recreation programs, youth and 
adult athletics, special events, and facilities that can accommodate all ages and 
abilities. Beyond providing safe, well-maintained facilities, parks and recreation 

blight. Furthermore, the City’s distinct character can be enhanced by the Parks 

by parks and streetscapes, certain projects, such as Heritage Trail, will preserve 

variety of sports facilities found at Old Settlers Park help to brand Round Rock 

an authentic downtown by hosting popular events there, such as Christmas 
Family Night, and providing beautiful public spaces, such as Prete Main Street 

is committed to the equitable distribution of recreation facilities and programs, 
making these resources easy to access from virtually any neighborhood in the 
City. 

Round Rock Today
The process of developing a long range parks and recreation master plan 
includes understanding the size and the characteristics of the population to be 
served. Round Rock’s parks, trails, and open spaces provide recreation facilities 

beyond. Round Rock’s growth over the past decades has been tremendous. 
The rapid population growth poses a challenge, as simply keeping up with the 

the proportional size of the system.

Round Rock’s growth has been high above the county average over the past 
30 years. Round Rock is starting to slow its population growth from the boom 

Key Demographic Characteristic Findings
Based on the demographic information, the City of Round Rock’s population is 
largely young families. This means that the City should focus on offering family 

children of Round Rock grow older, a strong teen program focus will be needed 
in future years. The City should consider offering adult instructional classes or 

can enjoy activities while waiting for their children. Additionally, as the diversity 
of Round Rock continues to increase, greater cultural programs and events 
should be offered.

Size of the Park and Recreation System in Round 
Rock
Currently the Round Rock parks and recreation system includes 197 park sites 

and a total of 2,270 acres. Figure 2.1, ,

Summary of Park Spatial Needs
Round Rock currently has a large network of public, private, and school 
parkland. However, with the City’s goal of providing a well-connected and 
evenly distributed range of parkland types throughout the community, 

and acreage analysis, key spatial needs are summarized in Figure 2.2, 
 (on the following page).

Overall Area Parks (including Private 
and Public) City-Owned Facilities Only

Total Number of Parks 197 Park and Amenity Sites  64 Park and Amenity Sites
Total System Acreage 2,270 acres
Neighborhood Parks 123 acres
Community Parks 312 acres
Linear Parks 1293 acres
Regional Parks
Metropolitan Park
Special Purpose Parks 212 acres
Amenity Centers 2 sites (Clay Madsen Center & Allen R. Baca Center)
School Areas (not included in totals) n/a

Largest Park

Smallest Park

Developed vs. Undeveloped 3,502 acres vs. 935 acres 1,529 acres vs. 740 acres

Figure 2.1, Existing Park System in Round Rock
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Figure 2.2, Summary of Key Acreage Needs for 2017 to 2025

portion of the neighborhood parkland need, the City has 
adequate acreage of neighborhood parks. As additional 

residential development occurs, it is important that the City 
continue to encourage integration of homeowner association 
parks into growth areas. There is also an opportunity to 

the residences in the area outside of school hours.

po
ade

residen

Neighborhood
Parks

In order to meet current needs, the City should 

community parkland in the near future and a minimum of 

and in the northeastern portion of the City.

mum of

Community
Parks

parks would help to serve the northwest quadrant of the 
City. Additional parkland should be located in the northeast, 
southeast, and southwest quadrants of the City. 

The current regional parkland is meeting the minimal 

additional acres of regional parkland.

parkland in the City, a number of areas remain 
undeveloped. The City should continue to support 

development of a citywide trail system through linear parks 
to create additional access to natural resources and provide 
key north-south and east-west connectivity,

In order to move towards the City’s vision of 

and open space, target acquisition and preservation is 

remains available while the population grows and developed 

Metropolitan
Parks

Regional
Parks

pa
und

develo

Linear Parks

 is 

Open
Space / 

Citywide
Acreage
Needs
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Summary of Key Needs for Round Rock
Through the needs analysis process, the level of need for increased parkland 

Key takeaways of the analysis follow:

Parkland Acreage Needs

development of additional parkland which can meet the needs of residents 
throughout the community, with emphasis on currently underserved areas. As 
development continues in the northeast sector, care should be taken to ensure 
that future residents in that area have adequate access to parkland. The City 
should also continue strategic land preservation and acquisition to continue 

and open space.

Parkland Connectivity
Pedestrian and bicycle trails were a high priority for the community in 2009. 
Today, despite trail development since then, providing additional pedestrian and 
bicycle trails remains one of the community’s highest priorities. In coming years, 
it is recommended the City continue to prioritize and develop key trail segments 
to provide citywide access to parks, schools, downtown, and other key areas. 

Facility Needs
Based on the level of service assessment and public input, the City has a 

courts, and indoor gymnasium space. High passive recreation desires include 
outdoor performance spaces, renovation of rental facilities and playgrounds, 
additional picnicking amenities, shade elements, spray grounds, trails, natural 
areas, and small neighborhood parks.

Recreational Program Needs
As seen throughout the public engagement, key recreational program desires 

and multigenerational programming.

The Desired State for Parks and Recreation 
in Round Rock

of trend analysis and projection, public input data collection, and input from 

determined the ideal state in which to operate and function as a whole.

In terms of mobility and connectivity, it is recommended Round Rock provide 
a system of trails, greenbelts, and open space that encourages residents to 
be outdoors, living a healthy lifestyle and learning about local natural features. 
Connectivity also serves to facilitate an alternative transportation opportunity for 
Round Rock residents. By connecting residents to locations such as schools, 
public spaces, neighborhoods, places of employment, and retail destinations, 
the City gains a healthier, more active and close-knit community. Providing such 

The desired state of recreation and culture encompasses short and long range 

recreation system. Recreation amenities would include providing an adequate 

needs of all age groups, activity levels, and socioeconomic categories. 

The desired state for Round Rock is one that will have provided for programs 

distributed evenly throughout the City so that all residents have access to trails, 
athletic activities, and neighborhood and community parks. The community and 
character of Round Rock should be clearly visible to visitors. The City’s identity 

and the continuation of tree plantings along streets and in parks.

round rock, the Chisholm Trail Crossing Sculpture Park, Heritage Trail, Kenney 
Fort, and the Brushy Creek corridor.  A particular emphasis will be made to 
celebrate the history and culture of this City.

Areas of cultural value, geological and topographic interest, and natural creek 
corridors will be preserved, and funding mechanisms in place to acquire more 

of the Round Rock parks and recreation facilities in a superior condition and 
sustainable manner. Funding and manpower resources will be in place in order 
to regularly/proactively ensure the safety and quality of the City’s amenities. 
Coordination with multi-jurisdictional entities with respect to issues that The Round Rock community highly values the events offered throughout the 

year.

There is a need for additional recreational programming for all ages.

affect recreation opportunities will actively be pursued. Relationships will be 
strengthened and the City will work together in order to accomplish regional 
solutions.

The City will develop other funding mechanisms to help supplement its limited 

will continue to fund land acquisition and park development. Fee structures 
will be assessed and cooperation with private citizens and developers will be 
encouraged in which development and Adopt-A-Park programs may become 
realized. Citizen participation will continue to be utilized in determining long-
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Summary of Gaps Between the Current State 
and the Desired State of Round Rock’s Parks 
and Recreation System
Following previous discussions about the current and desired state of Round 
Rock’s parks and recreation system, there are several gaps between where 
the system is now and where it should be. Those gaps are summarized in this 
section. Goals and recommended actions are presented in Chapter 6 to help 

components of the desired state.

though the City has a number of miles of trails, many of them are interior loop 

can help to increase use of the system. Use of hike and bike trails is diversifying 
from traditional recreational use to include use as alternative transportation 

increase the mobility of residents, provide connectivity between residences 
and key destinations, and continue to set Round Rock apart as a bicycle and 
pedestrian friendly community.

residents of Round Rock. The City should strive to provide spectator amenities 

property are not lighted and the time available for leagues and residents to use 

should develop tournament quality volleyball facilities to attract large-scale 

Fitness trends that are increasing across the nation include personal and 

Rock is encouraged to continue offering boot camps, yoga, and low impact 
aerobics classes. In order to further capitalize on recreation trends, the City 

ensure that programs are offered at a time when working adults would be able 
to participate. 

States.  The City should consider the possibility of providing an indoor rock 
wall for climbing and Ultimate Frisbee leagues and tournaments. In addition, 
public survey respondents indicated that community special events and adult 

Providing additional adventure races and/or triathlons could provide both special 

community and metropolitan parks. Community parkland is needed northwest 

portion of the City. Additional metropolitan parks are needed in the northeast, 

recreational opportunities to residents in that area. Lastly, to move towards the 

space, target acquisition and preservation is needed over the coming years. 

corridors, where feasible.

There are also some gaps in terms of facilities between the current state and 

renovation and are unavailable for rentals until repairs are made. The rental 
area and surrounding support facilities at Lakeview Pavilion in Old Settlers Park 
are vastly undersized to accommodate the large events, corporate gatherings, 

pavilion, restroom facility, and parking area should be considered in the near 

Game On 2060 Plan. Finally, there is no large amphitheater in Round Rock that 
can accommodate performances for over 1,000 people.

Residents have once again voiced a strong desire for an increased trail 
network.
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Summary of Goals of the Strategic Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan

Goal #1: Link the Community
One of the highest needs in the City, as demonstrated by surveys and open 
house responses, is the addition of more trails. As part of Round Rock’s desire 
to have mobility and connectivity, the City should provide an open space system 
which links parks, schools, greenbelts, neighborhoods, places of employment, 
retail shops, restaurants, and open spaces.

Goal #2: Community Cohesion – Creating a Sense 
of Place

foster that positive emotional attachment to the City by continuing projects and 
programs that make Round Rock special and unique. 

Goal #3: Sustainable Park and Recreation System
Creating a sustainable parks and recreation system means providing diverse 
and attractive parks and greenways that enhance the quality of life in Round 
Rock while also increasing the economic vitality of the community.  More than 
that, it is ensuring the long-term sustainability of the park and recreation system 

Goal #4: Environmental Stewardship

Through landscape management and maintenance decisions, natural resource 

protect, and enhance the community’s environmentally and culturally sensitive 
areas.

The City’s Repair and Replacement program is intended to help maintain the 
parks and recreation facilities throughout their lifespan of heavy use.

continues to be a good steward of the environment.

Goal #5: Equity – Distribution of Resources

one of the most important goals a parks and recreation department can have 
because it encompasses many facets of recreation. Parks and recreation equity 
includes, but is not limited to, providing easy access to recreational facilities and 
programs, offering varying types of facilities and programs, ensuring affordable 
access to programming, providing inclusiveness in facilities and programming,  

is about providing the same level of service to all residents of the community 
regardless of age, income level, ability level, or geographical location.

An additional recreation center is desired in the northern portion of the City to 
ensure that all residents have convenient access to a facility.
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In order to understand what recommendations are needed to take 
the City of Round Rock’s parks and recreation system into the 
future, it is important to understand the current state of the Parks 
and Recreation Department (PARD) and the City as a whole.  This 
chapter will discuss the characteristics that make Round Rock unique 
and explore how those factors have shaped, and will continue to 
shape, the future of the PARD.  

This chapter will explain the purpose of a parks and open space 
inventory, as well as examine the current state of Round Rock’s 
parks and recreation system.  It will discuss typical amenities found 
in different park types, as well as consider the service areas for each 
type of parkland.  A breakdown of the current trail system will also be 
included in this discussion.

Rock.  It will explain the proximity principle and how parks and trails 
increase property values across the City.

CHAPTER 3
u  c  ay

ake a uiet walk with other ature.  t will nurture your mind, body, and soul.
~ Anthony ouglas illiams
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Round Rock’s Need for Parks and 
Recreation
Quality of life is an important factor to the Round Rock community.  Quality of life 
encompasses many areas, including the ability to get good jobs, the ability to 
get around the City easily, the feeling that the City is a safe place to call home, 
and the availability of attractive homes and neighborhoods in which to live.

One of the most important aspects of a community’s character is the availability 
of high quality parks and recreation opportunities in the city.  Parks and recreation 

and encourage us to lead a healthy lifestyle.  Attractive parks and natural areas 

visible reminder of the beauty of the land that people choose to live in.  Parks 
are also one of the most visible elements of a city government at work and can 
instill a strong sense of pride in the residents of a community.  A good park and 
recreation system lets both residents and visitors know that the leadership of 
the city is interested in the well being of its citizens.

Purpose of the Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan
Round Rock’s original Park and Recreation Master Plan was completed in 

A good parks and recreation system does not occur randomly, but rather 
requires a series of orderly steps.  It responds to the interests of the citizens it 

and recreation planning process allows the citizens of Round Rock to determine 

and assesses where additional facilities will be needed as the City grows, 

Is intended to guide City staff and leaders in determining where and how 

“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their 
dreams.”

leanor oosevelt

Game Plan 2020: Building an Active 
Community

Game Plan 2020: Building an Active Community was created 
as a strategic Parks and Recreation Master Plan to provide a framework for 
future development with consideration of the rapidly growing population in the 

about current and future parks, recreation, and open space development.

As part of Round Rock’s desire to have mobility and connectivity, 
provide an open space system which links parks, schools, greenbelts, 
neighborhoods, places of employment, retail shops, restaurants, and 
open spaces.
Provide parkland and a variety of recreation facilities and programs to 
meet the changing recreational needs and desires of the City of Round 
Rock’s population.
Create a park and recreation system that will improve the physical form 
and image of the City of Round Rock.
As part of Round Rock’s environmental stewardship, preserve and protect 
open space, cultural landscapes and natural resources, especially areas 
with topography change, indigenous tree cover, prairie land, and land 

Continue to maintain all of the Round Rock parks and recreational 
facilities in a superior condition and sustainable manner.



o d o ra ar a d r a o a r a 3.3

o
d

o
oda

Coordinate multi-jurisdictional efforts with adjacent cities and the local 
school district with respect to issues that affect recreational opportunities 
in the community.

evelop other funding mechanisms to help supplement the City’s limited 
funding resources.
Include citizen participation process in all ongoing park and recreation 
planning and design, as well as updating of the Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan.

In addition to the goals outlined by the plan, several recommendations were 
provided to help PAR  reach those goals.  A highlight of these recommendations 

Status of 2009 Parks and Recreation 
Recommendations.

Recommendation Status Details
Partially complete
Planned

Partially complete
Partially complete
On-going Master plan complete.  Awaiting future funding.

Master plan complete.  Awaiting future funding.

owntown Plaza Park Partially complete

Art in Parks and Public Places Complete / on-going and add art pieces in parks and public spaces.
Complete

Planned, no funding
Brushy Creek / 620 est Corridor

Complete

Meadow Lake Park Partially complete
2017/201 .

Play for All Abilities Park Complete and on-going

Complete and on-going Phase 2 opened in 2016, Phase 3 and  planned but no funding allocated.

Figure .1, Status of 200  Parks and Recreation Recommendations
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Jurisdiction and Planning Area

City of Round Rock.  It is intended to cover all of Round Rock as well as the 

Planning Areas

and west.  Brushy Creek was the divider between north and south.  A map of 
the planning sectors is shown to the right.

Role of the City of Round Rock in Providing 
Recreation Opportunities
Round Rock is the primary governmental entity charged with providing 
recreational facilities for the citizens of Round Rock.  Ancillary recreational 

providing neighborhood parks as new developments are built. 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan Time 
Frame

10 years and beyond.

years, but should be reevaluated periodically.  Per planning requirements issued 

Plan should be completely updated after a ten year period, or before, if any 

City.  In addition, an annual review workshop by the Round Rock PAR  team 
and other City staff should be conducted to review progress each year.  Annual 

Plan.  In all cases, public involvement through citizen meetings, interviews, and 
workshops will be included in any updating process.

T  imits

ity imits

nterstate  35

rus y reek

Map .1, Planning Sectors
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Round Rock’s istory

established on the northern banks of Brushy Creek, where a blacksmith named 

rock is located in a low water crossing in the middle of Brushy Creek which was 

currently located within the historic area of Round Rock which is now referred 

captured and died after a shoot-out occurred in owntown Round Rock.

northward towards the City, which brought large scale development to Round 

the addition of computer-related industries and the increase in retail businesses 

The Economy of Round Rock
Many of the early settlers of Round Rock were attracted to the area because of 

of the settlers coming north from Austin brought trades with them. Industries 
such as gristmills, gins, wood-carving factories, lime plants, and a broom factory 
were all part of Round Rock’s early economic development.

the Round Rock Leader.  Major businesses of the early 20th century included 

Little growth and economic development occurred in Round Rock in the early 

the growth in population, Round Rock became an ideal location for businesses 

Inc.  Round Rock’s economy is now highly dependent on the creative class and 

Major Employers of Round Rock.

Employer # of Employees
ell 12,000

Round Rock Premium Outlets 00

600
600

ayne

0
3 0

AirCo Mechanical

Figure .2, Ma or Employers of Round Rock

Round Rock’s Population

includes understanding the size and the characteristics of the population to 
be served.  Round Rock’s parks, trails, and open spaces provide recreation 
facilities for the citizens of the City, as well as other residents of illiamson 
County.  Round Rock’s growth over the past decades has been tremendous. 

the proportional size of the system.

Historical Population Growth, shows that Round Rock’s growth has 
been high above the county average over the past 30 years.  Round Rock is 

Population
Projections for Round Rock.

Round Rock illiamson County
ear Population  ro t Population  ro t

12,7 0 - -
1 3 2

2000 61,136
2010 63
201 12 16

Figure . , istorical Population ro t

ear Population  Growth
2010 -

2020 133,26
13.1

Build-Out 300,000 /-

Figure . , Population Pro ections for Round RockROUND ROCKROUND ROCK

CALDWELLCALDWELL

BASTROPBASTROP

LEELEE

BURLESONBURLESON

MILAMMILAM

BELLBELL

BURNETBURNET
LLANOLLANO

BLANCOBLANCO

HAYSHAYS

TRAVISTRAVIS

WILLIAMSONWILLIAMSON

Round Rock’s location 
in the state, region, and 
county



3.6

o
d

o
od

a

a oo d a o d o

Demographic Characteristics

educational attainment.

Age
whole.  Round Rock has a higher amount of younger residents and working 
families than the national average with the greatest percent of population being 

Age Characteristics of Round 
Rock and United States). As the population ages, the City will need to be 
prepared to provide age-appropriate recreation opportunities.

ncome Level and Education

Median Household and Family Income

3.7, Educational Attainment, nearly 0 percent of the population has attained 

average.

Race  Ethnicity
but is becoming more diverse.  hen compared to the population of illiamson 

3. , Race and Ethnicity.

0
10,000
20,000
30,000
0,000

60,000
70,000
0,000

illiamson County Round Rock

Figure . , Median ouse old and Family ncome

0.0
10.0
20.0
30.0
0.0

60.0
70.0
0.0

100.0

illiamson County Round Rock

Figure .7, Educational Attainment

Figure .5, Age aracteristics of Round Rock and nited States

Key Demographic Characteristic Findings
Based on the demographic information, the City of Round Rock’s population 

children of Round Rock grow older, a strong teen program focus will be of growing 

parents can enjoy activities while waiting for their children.  Additionally, as the 
diversity of Round Rock continues to increase, greater cultural programs and 
events should be offered.

Race  Ethnicity illiamson 
County Round Rock

hite 2.6
Black or African American 6.3

0.3
Asian

Islander 0.1 0.1

Other 2.
3.1 3.3
23.6

Figure . , Race and Et nicity

includes income from two or more people related by birth, marriage, or 
adoption who are residing together.
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Purpose of the E isting Parks and Open 
Space nventory
Round Rock has an established network of both neighborhood and larger 

while other areas have few or no parks.  A key part of the park and recreation 
planning process is to understand what parks, recreation buildings, trails, and 

current condition of those facilities to assess whether or not they are addressing 

as the foundation for the needs assessment for new or improved recreational 
facilities.

Components of the E isting Parks nventory 

serve a local neighborhood around it, giving children and young adults a 

Location

Service area

Size of the park

Facilities in each park

Layout
Condition of the park

Special considerations
with disabilities that meet the requirements of the Americans with 

Park Types and Standards ncluded in the 
Round Rock Parks and Recreation System

Neighborhood Parks 
In Round Rock, as in most cities, neighborhood parks should provide the 
foundation for recreation.  Ideally, they provide facilities and recreation space for 
the entire family and are within easy walking or bicycling distance of the people 
they serve. n Round Rock, much of the neighborhood park need is 

parks for the residents of those neighborhoods  

A neighborhood park typically serves one large or several smaller neighborhoods.  

size, should serve no more than 2,000 to ,000 residents per park.

a one-half mile radius of the park.   In some areas of the City, a smaller 
quarter-mile service radius may be more appropriate.

schools, so as to share acquisition and development costs with the school 
district.  In the future, where possible, new neighborhood parks should be 

dollars by the City, the county, and the school district.

streets and provide easy access for the users that surround it.  A 
neighborhood park should be accessible without having to cross major 
arterial streets.

Size
locations around the park.  An ideal size for neighborhood parks should be 

and population served.

Location - If possible, neighborhood parks should be centrally located in the 

neighborhood parks have streets on at least two sides of the park. 

Facilities

Age appropriate playground equipment with adequate safety surfacing 
around the playground

Lighted or unlighted multi-purpose courts for basketball and volleyball
Active areas for unorganized play
Picnic areas with benches, picnic tables, and cooking grills

Restrooms are typically not placed in neighborhood parks because they 
increase maintenance and provide a location for illegal activities.

Parking

Public Neighborhood Park and Recreation Facilities and 
Private Neighborhood Park and Recreation Facilities for a listing of 

neighborhood parks in Round Rock.
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Community Parks
Community parks are larger parks that serve a group of neighborhoods or a 
portion of a city.  Community parks are usually reached by automobiles, although 
residents adjacent to the park and trail users may walk or ride a bicycle to it.  A 
variety of recreational facilities are provided, including in some cases, lighted 

park facilities.

Size
of facilities while still leaving open space for unstructured recreation and natural 

Location  Community parks should be located near a major thoroughfare to 
provide easy access from different parts of the City.  Because of the potential 
for noise and bright lights at night, community parks should be buffered from 
adjacent residential areas.

Facilities

Play equipment
Active free play areas

Restrooms

Other facilities, as needed, which can take advantage of the unique 

pools, amphitheaters, etc.

Parking

should be determined by the facilities provided in that park.

Public and Private Community Park and Recreation Facilities for 
a listing of community parks in Round Rock.
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Metropolitan Parks
Metropolitan parks are large parks that serve an entire sector of the City.  
Metropolitan parks are reached by automobiles, although residents adjacent to 

parks, a metropolitan park will offer a variety of recreational facilities including 

parking to accommodate participants, spectators, and other park users.

Size
of facilities while still leaving open space for unstructured recreation, natural 

as new facilities are required. A typical metropolitan park varies in size from 100 

Location  Metropolitan parks should be located near a major thoroughfare 
to provide easy access from different parts of the City.  

Facilities

Play equipment
Active free play areas

Restrooms

Other facilities, as needed, which can take advantage of the unique 

pools, amphitheaters, etc.

Parking

park should be determined by the facilities provided in that park.

Public and Private Metropolitan and Regional Park and 
Recreation Facilities for a listing of metropolitan parks in Round Rock.

Regional Parks
Regional parks are massive parks that serve an entire region and cater to 
people beyond the City.  Regional parks are reached by automobiles, although 
nearby residents and trail users may walk or ride a bicycle to it.  Round Rock 

Size

Location  Because these parks require a great amount of land, they are 

necessary that the park is located adjacent to major thoroughfares to ensure 
people can adequately reach the park site.

Facilities

Play equipment
Active free play areas

Restrooms

sometimes lighted for evening 
use

organized competitive events

appropriate)

Amphitheaters

Observatory
Botanical gardens

eloway
og park

Canoe rentals / paddle boat 
rentals
Putt putt golf

isc golf
BM  course

Preserved open space

Parking

determined by the facilities provided in that park.

Public and Private Metropolitan and Regional Park and 
Recreation Facilities for a listing of regional parks in Round Rock.
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Linear Parks/Linkages
Linear parks are open park areas that generally follow a natural or man-made 
feature that is linear in nature, such as creeks, abandoned railroad rights-of-
way, power line corridors, or utility corridor easements.  In Round Rock, most of 
the linear park corridors are along natural drainage ways.  Properly developed 
to facilitate pedestrian and bicycle travel, these parks can serve to link or 
connect other parks in the local system, as well as schools, neighborhood 

to linear/linkage parks other than the park should be large enough to adequately 

preserve open space.

Public Linear Park and Recreation Facilities
Private Linear Park and Recreation Facilities for a listing of linear parks in 
Round Rock.

Special Purpose Parks

activities.  Because the facility needs for each activity type are different, each 

Rock.

Size of the Park and Recreation System in Round 
Rock

and contains , 37 acres.  City-owned park and amenity sites include only 
Existing Park System in 

Round Rock Existing Parks 
System
numbered parks on the map represent public parks and are cross-referenced 

system inventory.

Overall Area Parks (including Private 
and Public) City-Owned Facilities Only

Total Number of Parks 197 Park and Amenity Sites  63 Park and Amenity Sites
, 37 acres 2,270 acres

123 acres
Community Parks 312 acres 2 7 acres
Linear Parks
Regional Parks 6 1 acres
Metropolitan Park

212 acres
Amenity Centers 13  acres

n/a

Largest Park

Developed vs. Undeveloped 3,502 acres vs. 935 acres 1,529 acres vs. 740 acres

Figure . , Existing Park System in Round Rock

leagues can congregate at one facility and not have to spread out in different 
locations.

Public and Private Special Purpose Park and Recreation 
Facilities for a listing of special purpose parks in Round Rock.
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Map .2, Existing Parks System
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Figure .10, Pu lic Neig or ood Park and Recreation Facilities
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Nei bor ood Parks Und. Dev. A uatics nfrastructure
ity ned

1 B.2 Bowman CORR 0.30 1 2

2 B.2 Bradford .13 Bradford Park CORR 0.30 1 2 2 1 1

3 B.3 Chisholm alley 3.17 Chisholm alley CORR 1 1 1 6 7 2 1

B.3 Chisholm alley est CORR 0.3 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1

B. 0.62 CORR 1 3 3

6 B. CORR

7 CORR 0.36 1 1 1 2 3 1

CORR

B.6 Mesa illage 3.06 Mesa Park CORR 2 1 1 1 6 1

10 B.6 12. 2 Rhodes CORR 2 2 2 2

11 B.7 1 01 avid Curry Loop CORR 0.13 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

12 B.7 CORR 0.21 1 1 3 3

13 B. Mesa Ridge CORR 1 2

1 B. 2.62 CORR 0.27 1 1 1 1 1 1

CORR 0.20 1 1
Total 2 .12 94.61 3.30 5 4 3 12 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 26 36 22 6 5 3 0



o d o ra ar a d r a o a r a 3.13

Figure .11, Pri ate Neig or ood Park and Recreation Facilities
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Nei bor ood Parks Und. Dev. A uatics nfrastructure
Privately ned

Arbor Place 2101 Park Place Circle Arbor Place 0.11 1 1 1

22 2 Park Place Circle Arbor Place 0.11 1 1

Chisholm Crossing Cove Chisholm Crossing 1 1 3

17 23 Park alley rive 0.22 1 1 1 2 1 3 3 1

0.03 1

1.31 rive

rive 0.17 1 2 1

0. 6 0.11 1 2

Ranch Ranch
1.62

Lakeside 0.2 Lakeside 1 2 2

Laurel Ridge 0.31 1 1 2

Laurel Ridge Community 2.00 Indian Ridge 0.22 1 1

Little illage 16 10 hitebrush Loop illage of Brushy 
Creek 0.06 2

Meadows at Chandler 
Creek 0.37 Meadows of Chandler 

Creek
Meadows of Chandler 2.20 1 1 2 1 2 1 1 1 1

000 Park rive 0.32 1 1 1 3 3 1

Ranch 10.6 200 Purtis Creek Lane Ranch 2 1

Pepper Rock rive Brushy Creek 0.12 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1

Oak 0.06 1 1 2 1

Racine oods 0.6 oods of Brushy 
Creek 1

.37 1 3 3 3 3 1

0.0 1

0.6

00 County Road 110 0.

0.27 1 1 1

0.36 0.02 1 2

0.31 Rock 0.02 1 2 2 2
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Figure .11, Pri ate Neig or ood Park and Recreation Facilities cont.
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Privately ned cont.

0.31 0.06

0. 3 0.06
172  estmeadow 0.62

0.13 1 1

0.0

Borho Ranch
22  Borho Ranch 

0.76

6. 3 Pioneer Crossing 2 1 7

0. 1 ay
eterans Memorial 1.67 17 13 Park alley rive 1 2

arner Ranch 1 00 arner Ranch 
rive arner Ranch 0.20 1 1 1

arner Ranch - 
innsboro

1 21 arner Ranch 
rive arner Ranch 0. 1

oods of Brushy Creek 2.16 oods of Brushy 
Creek

Brushy Creek oods 

Total 6. 6 129.70 7.99 2 1 6 23 0 0 1 0 0 4 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 13 35 44 14 3 4 2 2



o d o ra ar a d r a o a r a

Figure .12, Pu lic and Pri ate ommunity Park and Recreation Facilities
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ity ned

16 B.10 3.11 Mays Crossing CORR 0.1 2 1 1

17 B.11 Bathing Beach 10.13 Road
Rutland-Chisholm CORR

1 B.12 Clay Madsen 17.01 Road Creek CORR 2 1 1

B.13 12. CORR BC 1 2 2 11

20 B.1 6.00 Circle CORR 1 1 1 1

21 6.60 CORR 1 1 1 1 7 1 1

22 B.16 Lake Creek 36.31 00 eerfoot rive ove Creek CORR 1 1 2 1 2 1 1 1 2 17 22 6 2 1 1

23 B.17 Luther Peterson Place Luther Peterson CORR

2 B.1 Park CORR 1 2 2 1 12 1

Meadow Lake Meadow Lake CORR 1.33 1 1 13 1 1

26 B.20 Memorial 12.6 CORR BC 1 1 7 2 1 1

27 B.21 Rabb Boulevard CORR BC 1 1 2 1 3 3 1 1

2 B.22 Round Rock est rive Round Rock est CORR 0.33 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 1

B.23 eterans 2. 2 600 Pecan Avenue CORR 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

30 B.2 200 Round Rock 
Avenue owntown CORR 2

Total 0.00 247.23 2.00 2 4 3 10 3 0 5 0 3 4 0 3 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 10 60 106 43 16 7 12 9

Privately ned

11.72 600 O’Connor rive 0. 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 1

Olson Meadows 200 Brushy Creek 
Road Oak Brook 3.1 2 1 3 2 1

Paloma Lake 31  Magellan ay Paloma Lake 0.1 1 1 1

Creekside Park 11. 300 Brushy Creek 
Road Brushy Creek 1 2 2 1 1

Total 0.00 65.23 5.05 2 2 2 7 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 1 0 3 0 1 3 2 1
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Figure .1 , Pu lic and Pri ate Metropolitan and Regional Park and Recreation Facilities
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etropolitan Parks Und. Dev. A uatics nfrastructure
ity ned

31 B.26 Behrens Ranch Park 22 .01 2030 Creek Bend Blvd Behrens Ranch CORR 2

32 B.27 Park
1 31 at County Road CORR 1

Total 469.01 0.00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0

e ional Parks Und. Dev. A uatics nfrastructure
ity ned

33 B.2 alley 6 1.1 Boulevard Ryan’s Crossing CORR 1 7 2 17 20 12 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 21 11 3 1 7

Total 0.00 641.14 3.59 1 9 0 7 0 2 17 20 5 12 0 2 0 2 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 3 0 21 11 3 1 1 7

ounty ned

3 County Regional Park 11.32 illiamson County 6 1 2 10 2 1 1 1 1 2 1

Total 0.00 11.32 6.15 6 0 0 1 0 2 10 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 2 0 1 1 1 1 1 4
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Figure .1 , Pu lic inear Park and Recreation Facilities
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inear Parks Und. Dev. A uatics nfrastructure
ity ned

Behrens Ranch CORR 1
36 CORR 1 2 1 1 1

     Creekbend Creek Bend Circle Creekbend CORR
2. 6 onder rive Creekside Plaza CORR

CORR 0.6
CORR

33.70 Creek Ledge Place CORR
CORR

37 CORR 1
Bradley Lane CORR 0. 7
Brighton Place Legends illage CORR

17.2 Rod Carew rive Ryans Crossing CORR 0.72
3 Chisholm Crossing CORR

Creekmont est Park 3. 0 1006 Oakridge rive Creekmont est CORR 0.26
0 7.20 CORR
1 CORR

     eep ood r. to Round Rock est 
Park eep ood rive Round Rock est CORR

     Round Rock est Park to Centennial 
Plaza Round Rock est rive Center Bus. Park CORR

.10 Oaks CORR

CORR 2.26
2 7.1 CORR
3 21.3 CORR 0.3 1

CORR
CORR 1 1

6 Luther Peterson CORR
7 Lagoona rive CORR

3.00 CORR
31. 6 CORR

Round Rock est CORR 0. 6 1 2
6.00 2701 Bluffstone rive CORR

CORR
CORR

izcaya CORR 1.00
22.2 oods Boulevard CORR

Total 243.29 334.70 14.09 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 20 1 0 5 1 0
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Figure .15, Pri ate inear Park and Recreation Facilities
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Privately ned

Brightwater Park 601 Brightwater 
Boulevard

Brushy Creek Community 62.21

Brushy Creek Community 
Amenity Ctr rive 0. 3 1 1 1

Brushy Creek Road

6.7

Brushy Creek 0.6

2601 Bradley Lane

Meadows Alazan Cove Chandler Creek Meadows at Chandler 

Cheatham Park 0.30
Creeks of Round Rock 
Community Park 0.36 Place Ashton Oaks Creeks of Round Rock 

Road
7.06

0.76 0.16

2 .21 Boulevard
0.

36.16 327 Liberty alk rive

1.61 Boulevard
Meadows of Brushy Creek 3.2 Oak Brook

Meadows at Chandler Creek 
Boulevard

Meadows at 
Chandler Creek

Meadows at Chandler 

17.3 Oak Brook 0.

Oak Brook

2.0

2 0 Margarita Loop Paloma Lake 1.27
Parkside at 

3337 Pioneer Crossing 
rive Pioneer Crossing 0.07



o d o ra ar a d r a o a r a

Figure .15, Pri ate inear Park and Recreation Facilities cont.
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Privately ned cont.

Round Rock Ranch 1. 7 Ranch Boulevard Round Rock Ranch 0.21

6.16 202 Pasada Lane 1.27

0.36

3. 2

Center .17 0.3 1 1 1

Logan rive

Brushy Creek Road

3.71 Rock

0.60 Oak 0.26

ay

.12 Ranch
ista Oaks

oods of Brushy Creek oods of Brushy 
Creek

Total 1 3. 6 530.6 14. 5 0 0 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1
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Figure .1 , Pu lic and Pri ate Special Purpose Park and Recreation Facilities
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Special Purpose Parks Und. Dev. A uatics nfrastructure
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B.30 Centennial Plaza 301 est Bagdad Municipal Center CORR - 1 1 2

B.30 CORR Recycling Center - 310 eep ood rive Round Rock est CORR -

B.31 - CORR -

- Bradshaw Addition CORR -

60 B.31 CORR - 1 3

61 B.32 6.16 301 eep ood rive Round Rock est CORR - 1 1 1 1 7 2 1

62 B.32 Plaza 0.36 owntown CORR - 1 1 6

Total 0.00 211.63 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 1 2 0 15 0 2 2 7 4

Privately ned

7.10 Road Onion Creek illage 0.11 1 1 1 1 3 1 1

.23 Onion Creek illage 1 1 1 1 1

Boulevard 0.3 10

2.27 Road 2

27.37 3300 Palm alley 
Boulevard Association

Round Rock 
Association 6 1

Cemetery

Round Rock 
Cemetery
Association

rive 7.0

Total 0.00 306.27 7. 3 0 2 0 2 0 1 7 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 5 0 2 2 6 3
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Figure .17, Pu lic and Pri ate Amenity enters and Recreation Facilities
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Amenity enters Und. Dev. A uatics nfrastructure
ity ned

1 Clay Madsen Rec. Center 17.01 Road Lakecreek CORR 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 1

Allen R. Baca Center 301 . Bagdad 
Avenue, Bldg 2 Municipal Center CORR 1

Total 0.00 17.01 0 1 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Privately ned

Behrens Ranch 3.7 Behrens Ranch 0.06 1 2 1 1 1 1

1.00 2101 Red Oak Circle 0.06 1 1 1 1

Chandler Creek 3.2 Chandler Creek 0.23 1 1 2 1 1 1 1

1. 0 3000 Clinton Court Park 0.1 1 1 1 3 3 2 1

2.70 rive 0.06 1 2 1 1

1. 2 0.03 1 1 2

0.3 1 0  ephyr Lane 0.01 1 1

0.66 0.06 1 1 1 3 1 1

2.30 0.0 1 1 1 1 1

Ranch 2. 0 3 10 Bainbridge Cove Ranch
3.7 3760 Bradley Lane 0.03 1 1

0.03 1

Legends illage 3. 6 Legends illage 1 1 1 1

3 01 Blue Ridge rive 0.07 1 1 1 1 1 1

Oak Brook Oak Brook 0.11 1 1 1 1 1

Oak Creek 1207 Oaklands rive Oak Creek 1 1

Paloma Lake ay Paloma Lake 1 1 1 3 1

Ranch Ranch 0.0 1 1 1

2.1 Blvd Oak 0.06 1 1 1 1

Round Rock Ranch Ranch Blvd Round Rock Ranch Round Rock Ranch 1 1 1 1

Ryan’s Crossing 1.23 3 00 Rod Carew rive Ryan’s Crossing 0.0 1 1 1 1

203 Pasada Lane 0. 1 1 1 1 1

0.26 2 1 1

6.02 1 1 1 1

2 00 Barefoot Lane 0.30 1 1
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Round Rock ndependent School District

Round Rock ISD School Locations within Round Rock City Limits & ETJ). ith 
1

School Park and Recreation Facilities.

Figure .17, Pu lic and Pri ate Amenity enters and Recreation Facilities cont.
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Amenity enters Und. Dev. A uatics nfrastructure
Privately ned cont.

.16 300 Brightwater Blvd 1 1 1

1. 0 Ln Oak 1 1 1 1

1.76 Round Rock Ranch Round Rock Ranch 0.03 1 1 1

1.2 0.11 1 1 2 2 1
6.03 0.30 2 1 1 1 1 1
3.30 700 Oak Park rive 0.21 2 1 2 1
0. 0 1 12 oods Boulevard 0.0 1 1 1

707 Rolling Oak rive 0.10 1 1 1
ista Oaks . ista Oaks 1 1 1 1 1
alsh Ranch 2. 2 alsh Ranch 0.16 1 1 1 1

2.16 0.0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Total 3.97 129.5 4.17 0 0 11 29 0 0 0 0 0 15 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 34 20 0 0 14 21 3 0 3 33 17
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Figure .1 , Sc ool Park and Recreation Facilities

Park Name
verall

Acrea e Address Se
ct

or

Subdivision ner Tr
ail

 D
ist

an
ce

ac
ks

to
p

Pr
ac

tic
e 

iel
d

as
ke

tb
all

 
ou

rt

Pl
ay

sc
ap

e

ec
re

at
io

n 
en

te
r

oo
tb

all
 

iel
d

So
cc

er
 

iel
d

as
eb

all
 

iel
d

So
ftb

all
 

iel
d

Te
nn

is 
ou

rt

ul
ti

pu
rp

os
e 

ou
rt

ol
ley

ba
ll 

ou
rt

Sk
at

e P
ar

k

ric
ke

t

Do
 P

ar
k

em
ot

e 
on

tro
l A

irp
lan

es

er
cis

e S
ta

tio
n

Di
sc

 
ol

f 
ou

rs
e

S
im

m
in

 P
oo

l

id
dy

 S
im

m
in

 P
oo

l

Sp
ra

y 
ro

un
ds

es
tiv

al 
Ar

ea

Pa
vil

io
n

en
c

es

Pi
cn

ic 
Ta

bl
e

 
ril

l

Dr
in

kin
 

ou
nt

ain

at
er

 
ea

tu
re

  P
on

d

Pa
rk

in

es
tro

om
 

ui
ld

in

Sc ools Und. Dev. A uatics nfrastructure
ound ock SD Sc ools

1.37 Round Rock Original 
Plat 1

1 1 1 2 1

10. 2 1010 Chisholm alley 
rive estwind 1 1 1

Brushy Creek 1 1 2

300 . Anderson Round Rock Original 
Plat 2 1

11. 3 3 1 1 1
1 1 1 1

12.22 Behrens Ranch 1 2 2 1
Brushy Creek 2 1 2 1

1 .3 Round Rock est 1 1

00 . Anderson Avenue Round Rock Original 
Play 1 2 1

16.03 Round Rock est 1 1 1 1

12.31 2 00 Chandler Creek 
Boulevard Chandler Creek 1 1 2 2

1 1 1
3 3 1 1

Boulevard 3 1 1 2 1

oods of Brushy 
Creek 1 1 1 2 1

Lakeside 1 2 1 1

1 .20 Boulevard 1 1 1 1

0.10 1 01 Rusk Road 2 2 1
.06 Mesa Ridge 2 1

300 Lake Creek rive 1 3 1 1 1 1 10
1 01 Bowman Road 2 3 1 2 1 1

2 2 1 1

1 1 2 1
13. 3 Lakeside 1 1 1 1

1201 Cushing rive 1 3

10.00 Boulevard 2 3 2 1 1

Total 0.00 510.43 37 34 3 29 0 9 4 2 2 16 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 5 5 0 0 0 0 2 0

Universities

Boulevard 1

Total 0.00 100.96 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
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E isting Trails in Round Rock Today

both linear/linkage trails and trails within parks, as internal walking loops with no 

Existing Trails in Round Rock & ETJ - 2016, gives a more detailed 
Primary and Secondary 

Trails in Round Rock,

from the westernmost edge of the City to the easternmost edge of the City.  A 

City is a local trail.  A local trail consists of a trail within a park that loops or 

or primary/secondary trail.

Trails  Tracks Overall Trail Length (including 
Private, County,  City-Owned) City-Owned Trails City-Owned Parkways

Primary

Local 1 .00 -
6. 2 - -

TOTAL M LES OF TRA LS  TRACKS 140 3 23 1 3 11

Figure .1 , Existing rails in Round Rock  E   201

in Map 3. , portions of other linkage trails have been built and the City has a 

segments leading to A A accessibility concerns and increasing maintenance 
costs.  In recent years, a move to concrete surfacing for long-term durability or 
decomposed granite for usability has occurred.
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Map . , Primary and Secondary rails in Round Rock
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Adult Athletic Programs outh Athletic 
Programs

Swimming / Aquatic 
Programs nstructional Classes Special Events Private Amenity Center / 

MCA Programs
Mens Basketball Basketball Adult tennis ay camps

ater aerobics Martial Arts Christmas tree recycling

addy aughter ance Pilates

ance orkshops
Archery Movies in the Park

Racquetball

olleyball Camp
Boot Camp

Boot Camp

Celebration Creative Rhythms ance

Rock Climbing

Ballet

Figure .20, Round Rock Recreation Programs n entory
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Round Rock’s Ranking
Round Rock is continually ranked as one of the Best Cities in America in a 

where Round Rock was ranked towards the top in a positive light.  In all the 
studies and rankings, parks and recreation were in some way factored into the 
decision.

One of America’s Safest Cities

States

of the overall safety at the City level.  It takes into account key indicators of a 

implementation strategies that assist in keeping Round Rock as one of the 

crime and deploying a range of proactive strategies.

One of the Fastest Growing Cities in America
one of the fastest growing 

cities in America

Round Rock was ranked ninth in the study.  As prices in Austin continue to rise, 
people have begun to move to Round Rock for its affordability and quality of life.  

continues to grow, so too does the importance of the PAR  and the need to 

One of the Best Cities to Retire
Bankrate.com ranked the top American cities for retirement, factoring in the 

study ranked Round Rock as the 12th best city for retirement.
Round Rock’s trail system helps contribute to the walkability of the City, as well 

and Community Activities.  

One of the Best Places to Start a Family
third best place to 

start a family

life also plays a role in making Round Rock a desirable place to start a family.  
PAR  contributes to the quality of life through parks, trails, and programming.

One of the Coolest Suburbs orth a isit
one of the coolest 

suburbs worth a visit

is the burgeoning foodie scene, arts and culture, natural beauty, booming jobs 

City, the social scene, and arts and culture.

One of the Best Cities in Te as to Raise a Family
In 2016, Livability.com selected Round Rock as the second best city 
for families in Te as
waterpark, and sports facilities, combined with family-friendly programming, 
are just some of the amenities that put Round Rock high on the list.  A great 
downtown, strong economy, low cost of living, and high availability of quality 
jobs close to home also contribute to the allure of living in Round Rock.

One of the Best Places to Live, ork, and Play
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Recreation in Round Rock

government’s commitment to offer a high quality of life for its residents.  A 
superior park and recreation system increases the quality of life in a community 

children and youth.

depression, and other health problems.
Parks and recreation provide opportunities for all people to be physically 
active, socially engaged, and cognitively stimulated. 

Preserves and interprets historic community assets
Provides opportunities for community involvement
Play is critical for child development

Provides places for health and well-being that are accessible by people 
of all ages and abilities

Provides refuges of safety for at-risk youth which can in turn help reduce 
juvenile delinquency

Protects and preserves vital green spaces
Protects and preserves critical wildlife habitat

recreational areas

Contributes to clean air and water

residents
Increases tourism
Attracts new businesses to a community by improving the standard of 
living

Opportunities for Restoration and Rela ation

job, their family life, or any other combination of things.  People come to parks 
to relieve some of their daily stress.  hether it involves kicking a soccer ball, 
watching children play on the swings, or sitting by a pond feeding ducks, the 
idea of restoration is that people feel better after they leave a park than when 

increase the likelihood of restoration.

fountain, enjoying the scenery, or countless other natural occurrences.  
Placing benches or bridges where people can stop to notice nature 
increases the opportunities for restoration.

once, they have circuitous pathways to make the area seem larger, or 
they have vegetation that divides larger spaces.
By providing a slight sense of enclosure, the users of the park feel as if 

achieved by having a tree canopy or planting vegetation along building 
sides to hide them.

Opportunities for Community nvolvement
Parks and recreation offers opportunities for citizens to become involved in the 

Allowing residents to be instructors for a recreation program gives them 
the opportunity to share and teach their skills to other members in the 
community.  

Residents planting trees at Lake Creek Park

olunteers installing a playground at Bradford Park

Organizing work day projects to install a playground or plant new trees 
lets residents feel a sense of ownership in the park they helped build.

By providing opportunities for residents to become involved in the community, 
parks and recreation are also providing opportunities for residents to socialize 
and to meet their neighbors.
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activities for them, some may engage in juvenile delinquency.   By providing 
activities and recreation programming for this segment of the population, the 
City is providing a safe place for the youth to go and a usually supervised 

youth athletic leagues were introduced in neighborhoods.

open late during the summer, calls to police reporting juvenile crime drop 

mile radius of the community centers that offered a midnight basketball 

Tourism mpacts of Parks and Recreation

a community include the parks and recreational facilities as well as festivals, 

Millennium Park in Chicago is rapidly becoming the primary tourist 
attraction in that city.  
People from surrounding communities often drive to Austin just to jog or  
bike along the trails of Lady Bird Lake.

Also, while visiting for a sports tournament, families stay in Round Rock hotels, 
eat in Round Rock restaurants, and shop in Round Rock stores, thus having a 
high economic impact in the community. 

t as calculated t at at t e end of 2015, sports events in ound ock ad 
a total economic impact of 12,336,661. 

Parks and recreation are also good for a community’s economy because of the 

more for a room if it overlooks a park, lake, ocean, garden, or open space as 
opposed to a parking lot, roof top, or street.  By charging more, the hotel/motel 

rent canoes or kayaks at ilker Park in Austin, and people can rent bicycles 

business opportunity, and possible revenue generation that would not otherwise 
be there without the park or trail facility.  

Parkland, open space, greenbelts, and trails all contribute to ensuring that a 

impervious surfaces can be slowed down by planting trees which will impede the 

forestry, estimates that trees in cities save 00 billion in stormwater retention 
facility costs.

Parks, open space, and trees also contribute to cleaner air in a community. 

City, it was reported that trees removed 1, 21 metric tons of air pollution.  

protected, designates a monarch tree category in which these trees can only be 
removed by City Council authorization, and requires the mitigation of removed 

parks and right-of-ways since 2000.

that in 2013, local and regional public park agencies generated nearly 1 0 
billion in economic activity and supported nearly one million jobs.  Combined 
with studies on the state and national park systems, that number increased 
to 200 billion in economic activity annually.

designated as parkland or open space. Parks and open space contribute to the 

ensures that not all the land gets developed. It is important to have green space 

shows that over the past ten years, voter approval for bonds associated with 

ith heart disease, diabetes, and child obesity rising to staggering numbers, 
parks and recreation give us the opportunity to be physical. hether it is 
jogging along a trail, playing in a softball league, or swimming at the pool, the 

programs.  Additionally, play is critical for child development.  Organized sports, 
playing on a playground, and unstructured activities such as tag or hide and 
seek will help children develop muscle strength, coordination, cognitive thinking 
and reasoning, and develop language skills.  Also, play teaches children how to 
interact with others. One of the key places where children play is once again at 
a community’s parks and recreation facilities.

mind.

In 201 , the Parks and Recreation epartment plans to utilize the newly developed 

observation tool that determines park users’ physical activity levels, gender, 
types of activities, and estimated age and ethnicity.  It also collects information 
about park accessibility, usability, supervision, maintenance, and organization.  

each individual user.
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Proximate Principle

it is close to a park or green space.

Proximate Principle divides houses within 600 feet of a park or open 
space into different zones and the zones closest to a park have the 

one C pays the least.

produces for the city.   
Additionally, park maintenance typically costs less for a city than providing 

built on a piece of land instead of a park, it would cost the city more money 
each year to provide multiple types of services.  Providing services such 

is more costly than the maintenance of a park per year.

Economic mpact of Round Rock’s Parks on 
Property alues

Proximate Principle
parks and open spaces.  Based on data collected from the illiamson Central 

Distribution of Single Family Properties 
Relative to Parks or Open Space in Round Rock City and ETJ

A city ide analysis of appraisal values provided by AD s o s a 
marked increase 15.9  in t e value of omes it in 600 feet of park.

Proximate Principle
this broad-brush analysis does not account for many other factors that affect 

to analyzing appraisal property values at the citywide level, property values 
were analyzed at the subdivision level. At this level, there is far less variation in 
the factors that affect property values. 

analysis show that Proximate Principle applies to the majority of subdivisions in 

parcels within 600 feet of a park were found to have appraisal values that 

value of homes within 600 feet was 6.3 percent within Round Rock and 6.  

pronounced for properties within 200 feet of a park, where it was .3 percent 

hile the Proximate Principle
parks in older subdivisions appears to have a much lower impact on appraisal 

seems to indicate that undeveloped parks have less of an impact on property 
values than developed ones. Of the outlier subdivisions, 2  percent have 

Figure .22, istri ution of Single Family Properties Relati e to 
Parks or pen Space in Round Rock ity and E

Study Site Open Space 
Type Property alue mpact

Boston, MA 30 acres of 
greenways

Property value decreased by 6  when 
distance from park doubles

Chicago, IL 2 .6 acre park Increased property value by 100 per 
square foot

Portland, OR public parks Increased property value 1-3  within 

Portland, OR golf courses

Boulder, CO greenbelts .20 decrease in price of home for 
every foot removed from greenbelt

M open space Increased property value 3 times

urban forest every kilometer in distance from the 
urban forest

Figure .21, ities ere t e Proximity Principle as Pro en

ZONE A

ZONE B

ZONE C
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CITY LIMIT

ETJ

PARK/OPEN SPACE

SF PARCELS OUTSIDE 600FT

SF PARCELS WITHIN 600 FT

CITY LIMIT

ETJ

PARK/OPEN SPACE

SF PARCELS OUTSIDE 600FT

SF PARCELS WITHIN 600 FT

were located within 600 feet of a park or open space, not including 

Map .5, Single Family Parcels and Park Proximity

Figure .2 , Mitigating Factors Affecting Appraisal alues in utlier 
Su di isions

Economic mpact of Round Rock’s Parks on 
Property alues

these factors have a negative correlation with property value and other factors 

In addition to analyzing appraisal values, market data was also analyzed at 
the subdivision level and the Proximate Principle appears to apply to this data 
as well. Case studies and tables that illustrate the impact of parks and open 
spaces on property values are shown on the following pages.
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Map . , Rain o  Parke  Pioneer rossing Neig or oodsCase Study 1: ntegrated Park Subdivision vs  
Traditional Subdivision

the same time. hile the median square footage of homes in Rainbow Parke 
is roughly 200 feet larger than that in Pioneer Crossing, when the size of the 
home is controlled for, the median value per square foot is seven percent higher 
in Pioneer Crossing. 

A N  PA P N  SS N
edian ear uilt 2007 2006

edian S
edian alue

alue  S 100 107
Parcels it in 600 16 100
ncreased alue  S - 7

PIONEER CROSSING

RAINBOW PARKE
Figure .2 ,  ase Study 1 omparison
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Map .7, era ista  Eagle Ridge Neig or oods

T A STA A  D
edian ear uilt 200 200

edian S 2,317
edian alue 3 3, 67 230,1

alue  S 116
Parcels it in 600 12
ncreased alue  S 17.2 -

T A STA 
Section 9

A  D
Section 2

edian ear uilt 2007 2007
edian S

edian alue
alue  S 111 101

Parcels it in 600 100 0
ncreased alue  S 10 -

Case Study 2: Master-Planned Community vs  
Traditional Subdivision

pronounced due to the great differences in the design of these subdivisions. 

with similar quality homes, but without any parks or trails within its boundaries. 

TERAVISTA

SECTION 9

EAGLE RIDGE

SECTION 2

between these two subdivisions, similar sections were chosen from each. 

Proximate Principle holds and property values per square foot in 

Figure .25,  ase Study 2 erall omparison

Figure .2 ,  ase Study 2 Section omparison
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Case Study 3: Pro imity to Developed vs  

In this case study, both subdivisions have well-integrated parks and greenbelts. 

different parts of the subdivision to the community’s amenity center, while 

to indicate the positive affect that a developed park can have on a subdivision. 

A D AN S ND  SP N S
edian ear uilt 2007 200

edian S 3,072
edian alue 3 6,20

alue  S 126
Parcels it in 600 3
ncreased alue  S - 9.6

MAYFIELD RANCH

SENDERO SPRINGS

Figure .27,  ase Study  omparison
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Conclusion - Parks Add alue to Round Rock
Based on the various analyses performed at both the citywide and subdivision 
level, the Proximate Principle

within 600 feet of a park were found to have appraisal and market values that 

increase appears to be related to the quality of the park. It is typically higher 
when the park is relatively new, has high visibility within the subdivision, or 

Proximate
Principle. Of the subdivisions that do not, 0 percent were found to be affected 

parcels within 600 feet of a park, and subdivisions that are still under construction 

prove useful in determining why the remaining 20 percent of subdivisions do not 
Proximate Principle.

Additional research is necessary for this argument to stand up to criticism and 
speculation among economists and the development community. In both the 
citywide and subdivision level analyses of appraisal values, there are factors 

to minimize these factors, case studies with market data were conducted on 

qualities, and property values, suggesting a need to conduct further and deeper 
research.

Citywide Analysis Subdivision Analysis Average of Analyses

6, 1,616,20 6, 1,616,20 6, 1,616,20
alue of properties within 600  

Assumed average of a park 6.3 11.1
alue of properties attributed to parks 63 ,6 3, 20

1, 94, 43

Figure .2 , 201  Economic Analysis of Parks in Round Rock 

Aggregate Economic Analysis 
After reviewing the results of the citywide and subdivision level analyses, it is 
clear that the total economic impact of Round Rock’s parks and open spaces 

that affect property values, including lot size, year built, or home size/quality. 

that an aggregate of the citywide and subdivision analyses will yield the most 

 avera e increase of 11.1 percent to arrive 
at a total increase of 445, 45,407 in property value that can be attributed 

 total 
annual ta  capture of 1, 94, 43 for the City of Round Rock. s a o nts 
o  nea l   percent o  t e Pa s an  e eat on epa tment s ann al 

et
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The Sports Capital of Te as Designation

has a high impact on the City and the economy of Round Rock.  As of the 

n

tournament uality and in e cellent condition.  Money must be set aside on 

must maintain and upgrade its sports facilities in order to meet their goal of 

needs to appeal to all sports, not just baseball, softball, and soccer.  ith the 

other outdoor sports which could be attracted to Round Rock for tournaments, 

BM  biking, cannot currently be accommodated.  Indoor sports which could 

indoor soccer, racquetball, and ice hockey or ice skating if an ice rink is available.
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Repair and Replacement Program

Often times, after a park is built, it can be seen as less of a priority and the 
condition of the park consequently suffers.  uring the previous master plan’s 

the initial system-wide inventory assessment as a baseline to track the condition 

a biennial basis with the purpose of creating a Repair and Replacement Plan 

replacement is based on health and safety issues, compliance with current 
standards, level of use, revenue potential, and age of asset.  Implementation of 
the initial plan was divided over ten years, although the repair and replacement 
process will be continual even after the initial plan is complete.  Since t e 
inception of t e pro ram in 2010, PA D as been able to make updates, 
improvements, and repairs at over 17 different parks and facilities, it  
multiple pro ects at some of t e more i ly used parks and facilities like 

ld Settlers Park, ock N iver, and lay adsen ecreation enter 
Recent Repair and Replacement Program Projects).

the system.  PAR  supplements this budget by utilizing Parkland edication 
fees, federal grants, and other funding mechanisms to allow for a larger impact 
across the City.  As a result, this program has been well-received by the residents 

they thought the City had forgotten about older neighborhoods and they are 

helped curb neighborhood deterioration and adds to the overall value of the 
surrounding properties.

their productive life.  Because of the high use and visibility of the park, it is 
important to make annual improvements in the park.  By allocating a devoted 

for the original Repair and Replacement Program to go towards neighborhood and 

Figure .2 , Recent Repair and Replacement Program Pro ects

ear Location mprovements

2011 Replaced pavilion, playground, basketball court, trail and A A 
improvements

2011 Chisholm alley Park Replaced playground, added shade structure, walking loop, and 
A A improvements

2011 Mesa illage Park Replaced playground

2011 Installed picnic shade structures, replaced playgrounds, trail 
improvements

2011 Replaced pavilion, playground, basketball court, trail and A A 
improvements

2012 Replastered pool

2012 Replastered pool and replaced water play elements

2012

2013 Replaced pavilion, playground, installed shade structure over picnic 
area, installed sand volleyball court, trail and A A improvements

2013 Lake Creek Pool Replumb and replace pool deck

2013 Mesa illage Park Added picnic grove, replaced pavilion and looping trail

201 Lake Creek Park Replaced pavilion, restroom, playground, added gaps of trail, and 
A A improvements

eterans Park Constructed new pavilion, covered basketball court, restroom, 
eterans Memorial all, site irrigation, and A A improvements

2016 Replaced pavilion, playground, basketball court, new backstop 
fencing, looping trail

2017 Playground

2017

2017

2017 Lake Creek Pool Realigned entry drive, A A and parking improvements

2017 Round Rock est 
Park

Replaced pavilion, restroom, tennis fence, playground, irrigation, and 
A A improvements

2017 A A improvements and installation of new pavilion

2017 eterans Park Replaced Basketball fence, added lighting at new covered basketball 
court and pavilion, replaced playground

Pro ects for ld Settlers Park

OSP Needs Estimated
Cost Notes

replaces netting at all four batting cages

Batting Cage Carpet replaces carpet and padding at all four batting cages

replaces fencing at all four batting cages

Conversion of decomposed 
granite parking islands / 
tailgate areas

110,000.00

Message Boards large message centers at park entrances for 

100,000.00 includes all four main entry signs to update signage 
and increase visibility

median improvements entry point
includes decorative paving, planting at median - 

denotation entry point

update all landscape beds at the four main 
entrances

Landscape at Aten Loop / boulevard plantings

ock / pier improvement replaces dock and trail approach at Bright Lake

Parkwide Irrigation
dependent on 

area

phasing of parkwide irrigation system, high priority 
for areas of high use such as cross country courses

Pavilion Renovations

annually poles, scoreboards, etc.

10,000 annually include replacing benches, picnic tables, water 
fountains, bleachers, etc.

Projects for Old Settlers Park).
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Parks and Recreation Service Levels
Maintaining parkland takes time, manpower, and resources.  hen compared 
to other park departments in communities with similar populations to Round 

Parks Department Comparisons), Round Rock is 

As previously discussed, park land is one of the major factors that contributes to 

area, City leaders have made a commitment to preserve green space and make 
it accessible.

organizational recommendations included software upgrades, creating a stand-
alone aquatics division, reorganization of scheduling, increasing the amount 
of contract labor, etc.  Many of these recommendations have already been 
addressed and implemented.  In addition to the organizational recommendations, 

is built and two additional maintenance or forestry employees to maintain the 

consulting team.

Figure . 1, Parks epartment omparisons

Data tem
ound
ock

National Av .                
All A encies

National Av .                                            
100k 250k population     

over 2,500 ppl  s  mile
Acres of Parkland per 1,000 Residents 7.

(Lower Quartile) .6

(Upper Quartile)

100. 33 0.3

(Lower Quartile) 11

(Upper Quartile) 7. 1 1.

.61 7.

(Lower Quartile)

(Upper Quartile) 1 . 11.3

10,000,000

76. 100.63

(Lower Quartile) 3 .7

(Upper Quartile) 1 .

, 2 6, 76

(Lower Quartile)

(Upper Quartile) 27, 7

(Lower Quartile) 7 , 72

(Upper Quartile) 1 3,03

1 .22

(Lower Quartile) 6. 7

(Upper Quartile) 73.13

PAR  Revenue as a Percentage of 

(Lower Quartile) 13.3 1 .7

(Upper Quartile)

Su ested Date of 
mplementation Status

Aquatic Manager

Assistant Aquatic Manager for 

May 2016

May 2016

May 2016

October 2016

Marketing and Communications 
Coordinator October 2016

October 2016

March 2017

Pending

sections Pending



The Round Rock Strategic Parks and Recreation Master Plan .1

The recommendations of the Round Rock Strategic Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan Update, Playbook 20 0: Building a 
Connected Community, are intended to provide high quality parks 
and recreation to meet the needs of the community today and into 
the future. As such, it is important to get an updated understanding 
of the community’s wants, needs, and priorities.

Throughout the planning process, a variety of engagement types 
were used to gain an understanding of the thoughts and ideas of 
the public. By using different engagement strategies, varying user 
types were given a chance to express their opinions in the setting 
most comfortable for them. The public input process familiari ed 
residents with the master planning process, generated awareness 
about current planned improvements and opportunities for additional 
enhancements, and asked the community to identify their priorities 
for the future of Round Rock’s parks and recreation. 

Engagement methods used throughout the planning process 
included:

recreation and one focused on all City services), to determine broad 
based public opinions and perceptions from across the City

An online survey, available to any resident of the community so that 

Neighborhood public open house meetings held throughout the City 
with a survey given to the attendees of those meetings  and

Meetings with City Council and the Planning and oning Commission 
to garner their feedback and priorities.

CHAPTER 4
u ic ut

“ here parks and open space are plenti ul and recreation services strong, residents en oy the 
closest attachment and engagement within their communities...”

~ National Recreation and Park Association
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Public Surveys

Overview and Methodology
TC Institute conducted a statistically valid Parks and Recreation Needs 

Assessment Survey for the Parks and Recreation epartment (PAR ) to 
establish priorities for the future improvement of parks, recreation facilities, 
programs and services within the community.  

A goal was set to obtain a minimum of 600 completed surveys within the City 
boundaries. Leisure ision/ TC Institute reached that goal and obtained a total 
of 633 completed surveys. The results for the sample of 633 households have 

was conducted from September to November 201 .

A second online public survey was open to the greater public and included the 
same questions as the statistically valid survey. This survey was advertised via a 

open house public meetings as well as during two impromptu open houses at 

The online survey was offered from August through September 201  and once 
again from May through une 2016.  It was completed by 31 respondents. 

statistically valid survey are illustrated on this and the following pages. Online 
survey results that differed noticeably from the statistically valid results are 
e plained, where necessary.

Ma or Findings

Parks and Open Spaces
T e parks and open space system is i ly used by residents. A majority 
(77 ) of households indicated that they have visited parks and/or open spaces 
operated by the City of Round Rock over the past 12 months. This is comparable 
to the national visitation rate of 79 percent. An even greater percentage (91 ) 
of the online survey respondents indicated that they had visited the parks. The 
online survey went on to ask which park respondents visit most frequently. 
Old Settlers Park was selected by an overwhelming majority as the park most 
frequently visited. The second and third most visited parks and open spaces 
were the Brushy Creek Greenbelt and Trail and the Play for All Abilities Park, 
respectively.

45%

49%

5% 1%

Excellent Good Fair Poor

4

cellent ratin s of parks and open spaces are muc  i er t an t e 
national avera e. Respondents were asked how they would rate the physical 
condition of all the parks and open space provided by the City. The overall 
condition of the parks was rated as e cellent by  percent of households, which 
is higher than the national benchmark (31 ). Only si  percent of respondents 

 Physical 
Condition of Round Rock Parks and Open Spaces).

Appro imately one uarter of ouse olds participate in recreation 
pro rams.
programs, 23 percent of households indicated that they had participated in 
programs during the past 12 months. Participation rates are about 10 percent 
lower than the national average. Of the 23 percent who participated in programs, 

 Program Participation in 
the Past 12 Months). Notably, 6 percent of online survey respondents indicated 
that they have participated in programs within the last year.

The top two reasons households participate in programs include (1) cost of 
program or activity and (2) location of program facility.

ommunity special events are a popular pro ram in ound ock. 

indicated that they participated in community special events the most. Other 

(1 ), athletic special events (7 ), and programs for adults over 0 (6 ) (see 
 Program Participation by Type

of programs as higher than national averages.

25%
14%

7%
6%

5%
4%
4%
3%
3%
3%

3%
2%
2%
2%
2%
2%

1%
1%
1%
1%
1%
1%

Top Choice 2nd Choice 3rd Choice 4th Choice

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

Community special events
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Water fitness programs

Summer camps
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Programs for people with disabilities
School break programs 

(fall, winter, spring)
Other

Before & after school programs
Preschool programs
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Adult learn to swim programs

Programs for teens

Current Programs

National Round Rock 
(statistically valid survey)

Round Rock 
(online survey)

cellent 3
Good 3 3 37

10 3
Poor 2 1 1

o  ouse olds ate t e uality of Pro rams T ey ave Participated n

Figure .1, P ysical ondition of Round Rock Parks and pen Spaces

Figure .2, Program Participation in t e Past 12 Mont s

Figure . , Program Participation y ype
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7%
11%
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46%
49%
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Other
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Outdoor special event rental space
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Playgrounds

Outdoor swimming pools
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amphitheaters

Indoor exercise & fitness facilities
Picnic shelters/areas

Running/walking track
Biking trails

Large community parks
Small neighborhood parks

Natural areas & wildlife habitats
Shade elements

Walking trails

Passive recreation facilities are t e most needed amon  ouse olds. 
Respondents were asked to identify which park and recreation facilities they 
had a need for. A strong majority of respondents (77  or 27,129 households) 
indicated a need for walking trails. This is slightly higher than the national 
average (69 ). Other most needed facilities include shade elements ( 6  

households), small neighborhood parks (  or 19,032 households), and large 
Need for Parks 

and Recreation Facilities).

Figure .5, Need for Parks and Recreation Facilities
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Program fees are not reasonable
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Other
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7%

8%
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11%

23%
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Rec centers lack right kind/quality of
equipment

Outdoor parks lack adequate passive
relaxation space

usy lives and lack of a areness prevent reater pro ram participation.
The top reasons households indicated that prevent them from using outdoor 
parks, indoor recreation centers, and programs are lack of time ( 6 ) and lack 

 Reasons that Prevent 
Greater Use of Parks and Recreation). This number is comparable to the 
national average (22 ).

Figure . , Reasons t at Pre ent reater se of Parks and 
Recreation
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Figure . , Estimated Num er of ouse olds ose Recreation 
Facility Needs are eing Met 50  or ess

Passive recreation facility needs are t e least met needs in t e parks 
system. After identifying whether their household had a need for a variety of 
park and recreation facilities, respondents were asked how well their needs 

natural areas & wildlife habitats, small neighborhood parks, walking trails, and 
Estimated Number of Households 

hose Recreation Facility Needs are Being Met 0  or Less).
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Summer camps
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Water fitness programs
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Community special events 51%

35%
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23%
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14%
13%
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11%
10%
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30%

Adult and multi enerational pro rams and events are t e most needed. 
Respondents were shown a list of recreation programs and asked to indicate 

 Needs for Parks 
and Recreation Programs
for community special events. This is 11 percent above the national average 

friendly community interaction. Other highly needed programs include adult 

(3  or 12,303), nature programs/environmental education (33  or 11, 61 

nature programs, in general terms, the greatest programming need is for adults.

Program Needs
Figure . , Need for Parks and Recreation Programs

are most important to ouse olds. Shown the same list of parks and 
recreation facilities as the previous questions, respondents were asked to 
choose the top four facilities that were most important to their household. Based 

 Facilities that are Most Important to Households). Other top 

pools and playgrounds.

Figure .7, Facilities t at are Most mportant to ouse olds
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Figure . , Estimated Num er of ouse olds ose Recreation 
Program Needs are eing Met 50  or ess

T e most i ly needed pro rams are also t e least met needs.

 Estimated Number 
of Households hose Recreation Program Needs are Being Met 0  or Less,
respondents felt that youth and children programming is largely meeting their 
needs, while the need for adult and senior programs is greater at this point.
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priorities. After indicating their need for recreation programs, respondents were 
asked to choose their top four programs. Not surprisingly, community special 

.10, Programs that are Most Important to Households).
21%

34%

34%

34%

36%

37%

39%

41%

51%

36%

40%

39%

44%

48%
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Overall condition of parks 
& playgrounds

Overall quality of play courts

Overall quality of play fields

Overall quality of playground 
equipment

Mowing & trimming in parks

Very Satisfied Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied Very Dissatisfied

Respondents were asked to rate their satisfaction with a variety of park and 

with the quality and condition of facilities, amenities, and maintenance of 

the services listed, with the e ception of outdoor restrooms. Based on resident 
 Household Satisfaction with Parks and Playground 

Services), the City could work on improving its outdoor restrooms to increase 
user satisfaction with the parks system.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Overall quality of play courts

Overall quality of play fields

Overall quality of picnic areas

Overall quality of landscaping 
(shrubs/flowers)

Mowing & trimming in parks
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Overall quality of outdoor restrooms
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52%

32%

27%

24%

23%

22%

20%

16%

7%

estrooms, play round e uipment, and t e overall condition of parks 
and play rounds are i  priority maintenance items for residents.
Respondents were asked to choose the three park and playground services 
they think should receive the most attention from the City over the ne t two 
years. irectly related to their level of satisfaction, the top item chosen by over 

equipment and condition of parks and playgrounds, it is important to residents 
 Parks and 

Playgrounds Services that Should Receive the Most Attention Over the Next 
Two ears).

Parks and Playground Services
Play round usa e is similar to eneral park usa e.
household used any playgrounds in the last 12 months, 71 percent of households 

that they have used a playground in the last year.

Figure .10, Programs t at are Most mportant to ouse olds

Figure .11, ouse old Satisfaction it  Parks and Playground 
Ser ices

Figure .12, Parks and Playgrounds Ser ices t at S ould Recei e 
t e Most Attention er t e Next o ears
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Trails and parks it in alkin  distance are residents  i est priorities.
Considering the same list of potential PAR  actions, respondents were asked 

choices, the highest priority actions include adding trails and trail connections 
( 7  phone / 9  online survey), developing nature parks with trails and 
passive recreation (3  phone / 30  online survey), and upgrading e isting 

 Highest 
Priority Potential PARD Actions).

Figure .1 , ig est Priority Potential PAR  Actions

Trail related actions and up radin  and furt er developin  e istin  parks are 
considered most important. Moving forward, there are a variety of actions the 
PAR  can take to improve, e pand, and further develop the parks system. In order 
to gain an understanding of resident priorities, respondents were asked to indicate 
how important they considered a series of potential actions. eveloping additional 

considered the most highly important actions when considering very important 
or somewhat important responses. Other highly ranking actions were upgrading 

adding to e isting parks (66  phone / 72  online survey), increasing the amount 
of public open space (60  phone / 6  online survey), and building new indoor 

.13, Importance of Potential PARD Actions).

Importance of Actions for the Parks and Recreation epartment

Figure .1 , mportance of Potential PAR  Actions

eveloping additional trails was the most important item for survey 
respondents.

eveloping large nature parks with trails and passive recreation opportunities 
is the second highest priority item for survey respondents.
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ost people feel t at ound ock parks are better or muc  better t an 
ot er cities. After identifying their desires and needs, it is helpful to understand 
how residents compare the parks in their community to other cities. Considering 
responses to previous questions, residents desire upgrades and enhancements 

households still indicated that parks in Round Rock are either much better (26 ) 
or better (61 ) than those in other cities. Notably, only 13 percent felt that Round 

 How Round 
Rock Parks Compare with Other Cities).

ost residents feel t at t ey are ettin  a ood or reat value for t eir 
money paid to t e PA D. The PAR  is funded, in part, by ta es and fees paid 
by Round Rock residents. As such, respondents were asked about the services 

getting a good or great value for their money. Impressively, only si  percent of 

deserves commendation for its parks and recreation system to date.

Figure .17, o  Round Rock Parks ompare it  t er ities

Figure .1 , alue Recei ed for axes and Fees Paid to t e PAR
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funding to meet the desires of its growing population. As such, respondents 

the other strategies was slightly lower but still near 0 percent or above (see 
 Support for Financial Strategies). In general, 10 percent or greater 

of online survey respondents strongly supported or somewhat supported all the 

Figure .1 , Support for Financial StrategiesFigure .15, rail Related Statements

esidents ant a state of t e art trail system. Based on all the previous survey 

trail system. In order to determine trail priorities, respondents were asked to 

 Trail-Related Statements, when considering strongly agree 
and somewhat agree responses, residents strongly desire Round Rock to the 
have one of the best trail systems in Te as (7 ), and would like to see additional 

e isting trails are safe, well maintained, provide convenient parking, and are 

a desire to use trails to get to places of interest, it appears that many people 

26%

61%

11% 2% Much Better 

Better

Worse Much Worse

Great Value

Good Value

Fair Value

Poor Value
Great Value

Fair Value 27%

42%

25%

6%

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Neutral Somewhat Disagree Strongly Disagree

53%

42%

42%

35%

33%

33%

22%

30%

35%

40%

31%

31%

18%

18%

16%

18%

16%

13%

3%

4%

6%

5%

12%

11%

5%

6%

2%

2%

8%

13%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

I want Round Rock to have 
one of the best trail systems 

in Texas
I would like the City to add 

trails throughout City

I feel safe when I'm using 
trails

Trails in Round Rock are 
well maintained

There is convenient parking 
or access to trails

Trails are close to where 
I live



a oo d a o d o

Male
48%

Female
52%

4% 12%

15%

19%22%

8%

12%
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Under $25K $25K - $49,999 $50K - $74,999 $75K - $99,999
$100K - $124,999 $125K - $149,999 $150K - $199,999 $200K+

Gender of Respondent

Length of Residence in Round Rock

Age of Respondent
Under 5

5%
5-9
6% 10-14

7%
15-19
8%

20-34
21%

35-54
29%

55-64
13%

65+
9%

less than 5 years
21%

5-9 years
24%

10-19 years
32%

20-29 years
13%

30+ years
10%

Under 35 years
23%

35-44 years
24%45-54 years

24%

55-64 years
18%
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11%

Respondent Demographics
Statistically alid Survey Respondent 

Demographics, respondents to the statistically valid survey included a wide 

and below, the greatest percentage of households included people ages 20 to 
. The majority of respondents have lived in Round Rock for 10 to 19 years 

and have a household income of between 7 ,000 and 12 ,999. Respondents 
to the online survey included a greater percentage of female respondents and 
households with children. 

respondent demographics differed from the overall citywide demographics. 

under the age of 3 . Conversely, a large percentage of survey respondents 
represented older age brackets and households without children. It is thus 

and senior programming, while overlooking the need for e panded youth 
programming and spaces/facilities to accommodate those programs.  Other 

consideration.

Figure .1 , Statistically alid Sur ey Respondent emograp ics

residents from throughout the community.
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Public Open ouses

ntroduction

open house meetings held in various parts of the City of Round Rock. The 

part of featured media stories in the Round Rock Leader and Austin American 

Attendees were presented with an overview of the Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan planning process and an update on progress since the 2009 Plan. The 

for key parks were introduced to the public. After viewing the informational 
portion of the open house, attendees were asked to indicate what facilities and 
programs are most important to them as the City e pands from 100,000 to 

ey Open House Facility-Related Findings ey Open House 
Program-Related Findings on this and the following pages.

Figure .20, Key pen ouse Facility Related Findings
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Figure .21, Key pen ouse Program Related Findings

itness Programs in Parks

Outdoor
Cultural Arts/ 

Fitness

Outdoor Movie Series

Therapeutic
RecreationOutdoor Adventure Trips

outh 
Programming

Gold itness Pass

Adult
Programming

Conversational Spanish

Active
Adults 50

Other Citywide Public nput
In addition to the public input gathered during this parks and recreation 
planning process, the City was concurrently gathering public input regarding 
overall community satisfaction with all aspects of City services and desired 

Survey and Round Rock Transportation Master Plan Update survey are 
presented on the following pages.

2016 Round Rock Community Survey
uring the summer of 2016, TC Institute administered a community survey 

for the City of Round Rock. The purpose of the survey was to assess resident 
satisfaction with the delivery of major City services and to help set priorities 
for the community. TC Institute has administered the survey every two 

residents. Respondents included an equal split between males and females 
and represented all age groups, with a better representation of the actual 

PAR . 

Respondents were asked to indicate their level of satisfaction with a variety of 
parks and recreation services and then indicate the level of importance they 
attribute to each service. The combined satisfaction and importance results are 

2016 Round Rock Community Survey Importance - 
Satisfaction Assessment Matrix for Parks and Recreation Facilities.

those areas where the level of satisfaction is relatively low and the perceived 
importance of the service is relatively high. TC Institute developed an 

services that were assessed on the survey against the perceived quality of 
service delivery. The two a es on the matri  represent Satisfaction (vertical) 

ontinued mp asis above avera e importance and above 
avera e satisfaction . This area shows where the City is meeting 

slightly increase) emphasis on items in this area.
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Figure .22, 201  Round Rock ommunity Sur ey mportance  
Satisfaction Assessment Matrix for Parks and Recreation Facilities

(points on the graph show deviations from the mean importance and 
satisfaction ratings given by respondents to the survey)

ceeded pectations
A. Quality of outdoor athletic facilities
B. City recreation centers

ontinued mp asis

G. Number of City parks

ess mportant
C. Adult recreation programs

. City swimming pools

pportunities for mprovement

I. outh recreation programs

Source: TC Institute

ceedin  pectations belo  avera e importance and above 
avera e satisfaction . This area shows where the City is performing 

residents have with City services.  The City should maintain (or slightly 
decrease) emphasis on items in this area.

pportunities for mprovement above avera e importance and 
belo  avera e satisfaction .  This area shows where the City is not 
performing as well as residents e pect the City to perform.  This area 

ess mportant belo  avera e importance and belo  avera e 
satisfaction .  This area shows where the City is not performing well 

generally considered to be less important to residents. This area does 

the items are less important to residents.  The agency should maintain 
current levels of emphasis on items in this area.

Parks and Recreation were compared to similar responses in the Southwest 
Overall Satisfaction with Parks 

and Recreation).  Overall, Round Rock ranked better than or very similar to the 

short in youth programming and golf courses.

helpful to determine public safety response times, transportation needs, and 

and recreation, these results are most important to consider when discussing 

recreational amenities or alternate modes of transportation, and therefore levels 
Satisfaction with 

Hike and Bike Trails in the City, show the areas of the City where satisfaction 
with hike and bike trails was lower.  These ares correlate with areas with no 

priority in all surveys conducted, it is important to ensure easy access to all 
sectors of the City.

Figure .2 , Satisfaction it  ike and ike rails in t e ity
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2016 Round Rock Transportation Master Plan 
pdate

Also during 2016, the City conducted a public survey as part of its Transportation 
Master Plan Update. The survey received over 1,000 responses, over 60 
percent of which were from residents ages 3  to . In addition to vehicular and 
transit related questions, the survey asked a series of questions about trails, 

for improved trail connectivity to parks and recreation, owntown Round Rock, 

as a supplement to the public input received during the parks and recreation 
planning process, it is clear that the community values and highly uses the 
e isting trail system and would like to see it enhanced and e tended.

846 (79.4%)

68 (6.4%)

189 (17.7%)

40 (3.8%)
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Figure .25, 201  Round Rock ransportation Master Plan pdate 
Sur ey ig lig ts
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After gaining an understanding of the existing parks and recreation 
system in Round Rock, this chapter seeks to determine the desired 
state for the future. In order to do this, previous planning efforts with 

what goals were made in the past and what has been achieved. 

A multi-faceted needs assessment then follows. It compares the 
system today to the existing and projected population to begin to 
identify the current and future needs of the community. The analysis 
of system needs is derived using a three-tiered analytical process, 
including an evaluation of parkland acreage and facility level of 
service standards, opinions voiced by the community, and an 

opportunities to expand, diversify, or connect the system.

hile each of these three analyses are important in their own regard, 
together, they provide a comprehensive understanding of the types 
of facilities, amenities, and programming which is most needed and 

the recommendations which are detailed in the next chapter.

CHAPTER 5
ee  e me t

“ e do not uit playing because we grow old  we grow old because we uit playing.”
~ Oliver endell Holmes, US physician, poet, humorist
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Other Planning Efforts in Round Rock

Citywide Strategic Plan, Game On 2060
The City of Round Rock has recently completed the process of developing a 
citywide strategic master plan which is meant to guide the City staff and elected 

vision, the Strategic Plan laid out seven principles. Of these seven principles, 

authentic downtown, and choice of great neighborhoods.  Parks and recreation 

facilities that can accommodate all ages and abilities. Beyond providing safe, 

distinct character can be enhanced by the Parks and Recreations epartment 

certain projects, such as Heritage Trail, will preserve and educate visitors about 

Parks and recreation has assisted in creating an authentic downtown by hosting 

public spaces, such as Prete Main Street Plaza, Centennial Plaza, and the 

distribution of recreation facilities and programs, making these resources easy 
to access from virtually any neighborhood in the City. 

Round Rock’s Downtown Master Plan
The owntown istrict in Round Rock has recently undergone a major branding 
initiative.  The purpose of this branding initiative is to enhance the character 
of owntown Round Rock and to make the downtown area more friendly and 

Rock hopes to make the city a more desirable place to live and work, attracting 
new residents and businesses to the area.

Currently, Round Rock is undergoing major roadway renovations to make 

such as shade and safety.  As the owntown istrict continues to change, there 
will be a focus on pedestrian comfort and safety. 

Creating a citywide trails system will allow for all residents of Round Rock 
to be connected to owntown.  A citywide trails system that connects to the 
downtown will give people alternate forms of transportation when accessing the 

Round Rock.

Coordination with the City’s Transportation Plan - 
Mobility and Connectivity
Mobility and connectivity is a major strategic goal for the City of Round Rock.  

be used, even if a few additional feet of right of way or additional construction 

project is constructed. However, it is important that an effective review process 

trails, bike lanes, and sidewalks that provide true mobility and connectivity, and 
meet the standards and guidelines presented in this Master Plan.  Currently, 

Transportation Master Plan.
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Needs Assessment
Cities are similar to living beings in that they both evolve over time. Cities 
increase in size, the direction of growth changes, and populations shift within 

the current and projected level of need based on population size. The needs 

needs based on projected growth of the community in order to develop a plan of 

The needs assessment is effectively the most critical component of the parks  

facilities are most needed and desired by the citizens of Round Rock, so as to 
determine which needs are the most critical. 

and facilities)

features in Round Rock).

represent the entire assessment. This assessment, and the recommendations 

to determine what types of park and recreation facilities are needed in Round 
Rock. Ultimately, these needs are reviewed by the citizens of Round Rock and 
are determined to truly represent the key park and recreational needs of the 
community.

Access-Based Approach

of parkland and facilities to determine if the needs of the population are 

residents today and project future needs as the population grows. 

Demand-Based Approach

they would like to engage in to determine which facilities and programs 
are most in demand.

Resource-Based Approach

parkways and nature trails, and in effect should become a key greenbelt 
spine in Round Rock.
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Access-Based Assessment of Needs
Many recreation needs assessments use national guidelines and standards to 

are simply guidelines or benchmarks that are intended to serve as a starting 

and socioeconomic composition, and as such, the arbitrary application of 
national standards, as is often done in other park plans, would not necessarily 
meet the needs of that particular community. These standards  are typically no 

all  type of evaluation. Therefore this Plan does not use or consider national 
guideline standards.

in the City as a starting point and determines whether that level of service is 

used to determine how to adjust the current level of service. Local needs and 
desires are used as the guiding criteria to mold these guidelines to meet the 

Three types of level of service determinations are made as shown below.

Level of Service - Spatial or Parkland Acreage

future.

Level of Service - Access to Parkland

parkland throughout Round Rock to determine how easy it is for residents to 

target level of service.

Level of Service - Park Facilities

The methodology generally used to determine the appropriate level of service 

Determine current supply, taking into account the 
quality of facilities (e.g., number of tennis courts or acres of 

Determine demand (i.e., potential number of uses of each type of 
facility or park on an annual basis)

Determine the minimum population service 
requirement
of people served by each tennis court per year)

Determine the recommended level of service for 
each key park element (e.g., the total number of tennis courts to 
serve the current and projected future population of the City)

parkland acreage to determine how much parkland is currently available on a 
per capita basis.

The facility level of service assessment considers public, private (such as the 
Brushy Creek Community Center), and school facilities.
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Target Park Acreage Levels of Service for Round 
Rock
The purpose of spatial levels of service for parks and recreational areas is to 

community. They allow a city to plan ahead so that parkland can be targeted and 

is a rapidly growing City. hile largely bounded along the southern City limit, the 

jurisdiction ( T ). As described in Chapter 3, Round Rock Today, the population 

is important to proactively plan and preserve parkland and natural resources 

citizens treasure so highly. 

eveloping and applying a target level of service for park acreage results in 
acreage standards for different types of parks. Currently, residents are served 

are categorized as metropolitan  regional  community  neighborhood  special 

the community, and the park and recreation priorities voiced by the public, a 
series of recommended target levels of service for each type of park has been 
developed.

At the onset of this planning process, the City undertook a complete review 

understanding of the thousands of acres of parkland in Round Rock and its 

and Recreation Master Plan.

Neighborhood Parks
Tar et evel of Service  1.25 to 2 acres per 1,000 people

Community Parks
Tar et evel of Service  4 to  acres per 1,000 people

Metropolitan and Regional Parks
Tar et evel of Service  5 to 20 acres per 1,000 people 

Linear Parks
Tar et evel of Service  5 acres per 1,000 residents

Special Purpose Parks
Tar et evel of Service  aries

Total Open Space
Tar et evel of Service  30 to 40 acres per 1,000 residents

The overall e isting level of service for parks and 
open space in Round Rock is appro imately 42  

acres for every 1,000 residents
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Neighborhood Parks in Round Rock
A neighborhood park is typically centrally located in a neighborhood or central 
to several smaller neighborhoods that it is meant to serve. The park should be 
integrated into the community in a prominent manner during the design phase, 
and not layered in as an afterthought during construction. An appropriate level 

park for residents who live in the nearby vicinity. As such, a percentage of the 
acreage in these parks has been included in the level of service calculations in 

amount of neighborhood parkland has been developed by private developments 
to continue to meet the growing need in the community.
are spread evenly throughout residential areas within the City limits, with the 

ased on t e 
ity s tar et level of service of 1.25 to 2.0 acres per 1,000 residents, bot  

t e ity s 2017 and 2025 nei bor ood parkland needs are ade uately 
bein  met. 
levels of service for the current and projected future populations in Round Rock 

Community Parks in Round Rock
Community parks are large parks which serve several neighborhoods or a 
portion of a city. They serve as locations for larger community events, sports, 
and activities. Therefore, they contain many popular recreation and support 
facilities. ue to the larger service area and additional programs, community 

within community parks are showing signs of old age and over use. The Round 

Figure 5.1, Percent of Need Met y Existing Neig or ood and ommunity Parks, 2017

Figure 5.2, Percent of Need Met y Existing Neig or ood and ommunity Parks, 2025

community parks, and the results of the assessment for each park can be found 

The additional facilities associated with a community park increase the spatial 

the amount of space needed. The target level of service for community parks 

target than some communities). These service areas are illustrated on Map 
.1, Neighborhood & Community Parks Service Area. Round Rock has several 

serve. These parks provide a central gathering place for community events, 

the nearby areas. 

northeast portion of the City and there are currently no community parks to 

has not increased proportionally. Round Rock currently has 312.  acres of total 

ased on t e recommended standard of 4.0 to 
.0 acres per 1,000 residents for community parks, less t an 70 percent 

of t e community parkland need is currently bein  met. ookin  to ards 

community parkland needs in 2025. etails of current and future community 

community serving parks and their service areas are labelled on Map .1, 
Neighborhood & Community Parks Service Area.

Park E isting
Acreage

Current Level of Service 
(based on 115,  

population)

Recommended Target
Level of Service 

Recommended
Acreage Acreage

Percent of 
Need Met 

(201 )

1.2  to 2 Ac. Surplus

(all facilities) 1.2  to 2 Ac. Surplus

Community Parks 2.1

Community Parks
(all facilities) 312. 1 1.  to 61 .

Park E isting
Acreage

Current Level of Service 
(based on 150, 6 

population)

Recommended Target
Level of Service 

Recommended
Acreage Acreage

Percent of 
Need Met 

(2025)

3.1 1.2  to 2 Ac. Surplus

(all facilities) 1.2  to 2 Ac. Surplus

Community Parks 1.6

Community Parks
(all facilities) 312. 2.1
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Map 5.1, Neig or ood  ommunity Parks Ser ice Areas
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Figure 5. , Percent of Need Met y Existing Metropolitan and Regional Parks, 2017

Figure 5. , Percent of Need Met y Existing Metropolitan and Regional Parks, 2025

Park E isting
Acreage

Current Level 
of Service 
(based on 

115,  
population)

Recommended
Target

Level of 
Service

Recommended
Acreage Acreage

Percent of 
Need Met 

(201 )

Metropolitan Parks
Residents Residents

Metropolitan Parks
(all facilities) Residents Residents
Regional Parks . Residents Residents
Regional Parks
(all facilities) 12. Residents Residents

Ac. Surplus

Park E isting
Acreage

Current Level 
of Service 
(based on 
150, 6

population)

Recommended
Target

Level of 
Service

Recommended
Acreage Acreage

Percent of 
Need Met 

(2025)

Metropolitan Parks 3.1 Residents Residents
Metropolitan Parks
(all facilities) 3.1 Residents Residents
Regional Parks

Residents Residents
Regional Parks
(all facilities) Residents Residents .3 to 1, 63.1

Metropolitan and Regional Parks
Metropolitan and regional parks are intended to serve the entire City, with 
regional parks also serving the surrounding region. These parks typically act as 
locations for larger community events, tournaments, or activities. There are two 

to be an outdoor adventure and education park. There are also two regional 

illiamson County Regional Park. Minimum service areas of the metropolitan 
and regional parks in Round Rock are illustrated on Map .2, Metropolitan & 
Regional Parks Service Areas.

target level of service for metropolitan and regional parks in Round Rock. 

parks are located in the northwest planning area of the City. Considering the 
projected population increase, if no additional parkland is ac uired, only 31 
to 62 percent of t e ity s need for metropolitan parks ill be met by 2025.

owned parks. hen all regional parks, irrespective of ownership, are included, 

ocationally speakin , t e nort east, sout east, and sout est plannin  
areas of t e ity are lackin  access to metropolitan parkland. T e sout ern 
area of t e ity and T , and t e nort eastern T  are also lackin  access 
to re ional parkland. 
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Map 5.2, Metropolitan  Regional Parks Ser ice Areas
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Figure 5.5, Percent of Need Met y Existing inear Parks, 2017

Figure 5. , Percent of Need Met y Existing inear Parks, 2025

Linear Parks
Linear parks are largely unprogrammed parks which typically follow a natural or 

Linear parks, when properly developed to facilitate bicycle and pedestrian 
travel, can greatly contribute to citywide connectivity to and between parks, 
schools, and other key destinations. Linear parks should also help to preserve 

bodies.

Round Rock currently has a variety of publicly and privately developed linear 
parks and designated greenbelts (see Map .3, Linear Parks Service Areas).

Secondary linear parks include smaller trail segments and are most often 

Brushy Creek Greenbelt, with portions developed by HOAs, MU s, and the 

received throughout the planning process, linear parks, with their potential for 
trails and passive recreation amenities, are some of the most important areas to 
protect and develop in Round Rock.

every 1,000 residents. Today, t e ity s linear parkland acrea e needs are 
ade uately bein  met. n 2025, if no additional parkland is ac uired, ound 

ock s linear parkland needs ill only be 77 percent met by ity o ned 
linear parks. 

and target linear parkland levels of service for the current and projected future 

hen considering linear parkland, acreage is only one piece of the puzzle. 
The City should continue to work towards developing trails and appropriate 

the adjacent residents. The City should consider supporting the development 

south connectivity throughout the City. Additionally, Round Rock is located in 
a region where people strongly value pedestrian and bicycle access to trails. 

a regional trail system connecting Round Rock to its adjacent cities and vice 
versa.

Linear Parks Service Areas.

Park E isting
Acreage

Current Level 
of Service 
(based on 

115,  
population)

Recommended
Target

Level of 
Service

Recommended
Acreage Acreage

Percent of 
Need Met 

(201 )

Linear Parks
Residents Residents

Linear Parks
(all facilities) 11.1 Residents Residents Ac. Surplus

Park E isting
Acreage

Current Level 
of Service 
(based on 
150, 6

population)

Recommended
Target

Level of 
Service

Recommended
Acreage Acreage

Percent of 
Need Met 

(2025)

Linear Parks
Residents Residents

Linear Parks
(all facilities) Residents Residents Ac. Surplus

used primary linear park in Round Rock. by an HOA.
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Map 5. , inear Parks Ser ice Areas
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Community Destination Parks

provide park users with a memorable, well distributed 

them throughout the entirety of Round Rock. This includes 

Community Destination Parks Service Areas.

erita e Trail

park.

As opportunities arise, development of additional destination 
parks towards the edges of the City and T  would help to 

Special Purpose Parks

the park system. These include special purpose parks, such 

acres of public and private special purpose parks in Round 
Rock. Since special purpose parks vary by size, type, and 

that are considered special purpose parks. Two are urban 
plazas (Centennial Plaza and Sharon Prete Main Street 

is the Micki Krebsbach Pool, and the last is ell iamond.

Sharon Prete Main Street Plaza were developed to provide 

plazas provide space for special events, markets, or 
performances, as well as daily use by locals as places to eat 
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Map 5. , ommunity estination Parks Ser ice Areas
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Open Space in Round Rock

green areas along drainage corridors (e.g., Brushy Creek Greenbelt), passive 
recreation parks (e.g., Behrens Ranch Park), and active recreation facilities (e.g., 
Old Settlers Park). This also includes less obvious elements such as farmlands and 
seasonally wet areas along Brushy Creek. As the City grows in the northeast, steep 

essence, open spaces are the green areas that break up the developed areas of 
the City. 

permanent open space or dedicated parkland. T e ity as set a minimum oal 
of 14 percent of t e total T , or appro imately 6,000 acres, to be preserved 
as open space. 

Percent of Need Met by Existing Open Space, 201  Percent
of Need Met by Existing Open Space, 202 ). o ever, by t e ity s ultimate 
build out, t ere ill be a need for appro imately 1,050 to 4,050 additional 
acres of parkland in order to meet t e 14 percent open space oal

Percent of Need Met by Existing Special Use Parks and Open Space, Build 
Out
development occurs and land becomes scarce.

Parkland Need Areas

Parkland Need 
Areas, areas not currently served by any neighborhood, community, metropolitan, 
regional, linear, or destination parks, are concentrated in the south, northeast, and 
northern portions of the City and T . Supporting the development of additional 

should be an ongoing goal of the PAR .

Figure 5.7, Percent of Need Met y Existing pen Space, 2017

Figure 5. , Percent of Need Met y Existing pen Space, 2025

Park E isting
Acreage

Current Level 
of Service 
(based on 

115,  
population)

Recommended
Target

Level of 
Service

Recommended
Acreage Acreage

Percent of 
Need Met 

(201 )

Open Space 
Residents Residents

Ac. Surplus to

Open Space 
(all facilities) Residents Residents Ac. Surplus

Park E isting
Acreage

Current Level 
of Service 
(based on 
150, 6

population)

Recommended
Target

Level of 
Service

Recommended
Acreage Acreage

Percent of 
Need Met 

(2025)

Open Space 21.2 Residents Residents 1,322.3
Ac. Surplus to

Open Space 
(all facilities) Residents Residents Ac. Surplus

Park E isting
Acreage

Current Level 
of Service 
(based on 
300,000

population)

Recommended
Target

Level of 
Service

Recommended
Acreage Acreage

Percent of 
Need Met 
(build out)

Open Space 
Residents Residents

Open Space 
(all facilities) 16. Residents Residents

Figure 5. , Percent of Need Met y Existing pen Space, uild ut
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Map 5.5, Parkland Need Areas
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Planning for Future Parkland Needs in 
Round Rock

consistent and goal oriented manner. Based on the target park acreage level 
of service developed in this Master Plan, the steps needed to ensure that an 

space.

Although areas of Round Rock are still undeveloped, development is happening 

though. The proposed criteria for suitable land for parks includes consideration 
of size, location, and potential connectivity to schools, other parks, places of 

Summary of Park Spatial Needs
Round Rock currently has a large network of public, private, and school parkland. 

range of parkland types throughout the community, additional parkland is needed 

Based on the parkland distribution and acreage analysis, key spatial needs are 
Summary of ey Acreage Needs for 201  to 202 .

As previously stated, with development occurring at a staggering pace in Round 
Rock, it will become more and more important to identify and target areas for 

the need for parkland in this area.  This area lacks a large metropolitan park 

this need.

Additionally, the City should continue to seek corridors that support the citywide 

Targeted parkland areas, such as Centennial Plaza in owntown Round 

help to better serve the community.
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portion of the neighborhood parkland need, the City has 

residential development occurs, it is important that the City 
continue to encourage integration of homeowner association 
parks into growth areas. There is also an opportunity to 

the residences in the area outside of school hours.

po

residen

Neighborhood
Parks

community parkland in the near future and a minimum of 

and in the northeastern portion of the City.

mum of

Community
Parks

City. Additional parkland should be located in the northeast, 

The current regional parkland is meeting the minimal 

should support development of a minimum of  
additional acres of regional parkland.

parkland in the City, a number of areas remain 
undeveloped. The City should continue to support 

development of a citywide trail system through linear parks 
to create additional access to natural resources and provide 

remains available while the population grows and developed 

Metropolitan
Parks

  

Regional
Parks

pa
und

develo

Linear Parks

Open
Space / 

Citywide
Acreage
Needs

Figure 5.10, Summary of Key Acreage Needs for 2017 to 2025
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Park Facility Needs Assessment

each particular type of recreation in the community. They are used to help ensure 
a variety of recreation opportunities throughout the City as growth occurs. 
Target levels of service are used to prioritize the need for different types of park 

and desires, current usage, realistic feasibility, and up and coming recreation 
trends. The target level of service for each type of facility is used as a guide to 
provide the most basic recreation facilities to the community. 

lat ields

ater ecreation

all ields Sports ourts Special Use acilities

Trails

Facilities Target Level of Service

special use facilities, playgrounds, passive recreation facilities, water recreation 

facility based on user information where available. 

ndoor ymnasiums
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Flat Fields

Cricket

Cricket Field Service Area

o  for additional facility. ue to the small number of facilities 

with user and spectator comfort elements such as shaded spectator seating.

Figure 5.11, arget e el of Ser ice for Flat Fields

Football

property (high schools and middle schools) and are thus not always accessible 

Football Field Service Areas for 

i

the City.

Soccer

Soccer Field Service Areas
Rock.

i  need

Facility
Current

Availability 
(total)

Public
Owned

Private
Owned

RR SD
Owned

Current LOS (1 Facility 
per Residents) Target 

LOS (Per 
Residents)

201  Need 
Based on 
115,  

Population

2025 Need 
Based on 
150, 6

Population
Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Cricket 2 2 1 per planning 
area

1 12 Surplus of 2 16
Soccer 32 3,62 2,636 Surplus of 36 Surplus of 1 Surplus of 6
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Multipurpose Game Fields

same public use restrictions (i.e., reduced hours available for public use) as the 
Multipurpose Game 

Field Service Areas, there are current service area gaps in the southwestern 

i level of need.

Flat Field Practice Fields

facilities should be distributed in every part of the City. Locations adjacent to 

The City of Round Rock should work towards strengthening its relationship with 

school property at more reasonable hours when school is not in session, and 
Flat Field 

Practice Field Service Areas, there are current service area gaps in the northern 
and southern portions of the City.

i level of need. i  level of need for building a 

throughout Round Rock which can be used for the practice of soccer, football, 

Recreational Play Fields

members of the community can go to recreate. These spaces are not typically 

located in the neighborhoods and are meant to serve families who want to 

the City. As illustrated in Map .11, Recreational Play Fields Service Areas,

City.

edium

public use during school hours. 

Figure 5.11, arget e el of Ser ice for Flat Fields cont.

Facility
Current

Availability 
(total)

Public
Owned

Private
Owned

RR SD
Owned

Current LOS (1 Facility 
per Residents) Target 

LOS (Per 
Residents)

201  Need 
Based on 
115,  

Population

2025 Need 
Based on 
150, 6

Population
Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

2 26
1 2 2
6 2 Surplus of 1
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Map 5. , ricket Field Ser ice Areas
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Map 5.7, Foot all Field Ser ice Areas
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Map 5. , Soccer Field Ser ice Areas
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Map 5. , Multipurpose ame Field Ser ice Areas
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.2

Map 5.10, Flat Field Practice Field Ser ice Areas
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Map 5.11, Recreational Play Field Ser ice Areas
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Figure 5.12, arget e el of Ser ice for all Fields

Ball Fields

Baseball

public use of these amenities by residents and leagues is limited. Based on 

considering the distribution illustrated in Map .12, Baseball Field Service 
Areas,

i  in the southeast, northwest, and  
far northeast sectors of the City.  edium level of need for ne  li tin  to 

Diamond Practice Fields

important that the City strive to provide publicly accessible diamond practice 
Diamond Practice Field 

Service Areas

i  in the northwest, northeast, and southeast sectors of 
the City.

Softball

Softball Field Service Areas

edium in the northwest and southwest sectors of the City.

Facility
Current

Availability 
(total)

Public
Owned

Private
Owned

RR SD
Owned

Current LOS (1 Facility 
per Residents) Target 

LOS (Per 
Residents)

201  Need 
Based on 
115,  

Population

2025 Need 
Based on 
150, 6

Population
Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Baseball 23 1 2 31
Softball 1 3 2 1

2 1 1
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Map 5.12, ase all Field Ser ice Areas
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Map 5.1 , Soft all Field Ser ice Areas
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Map 5.1 , iamond Practice Field Ser ice Areas



o d o ra ar a d r a o a r a .31

d

Sports Courts

Basketball Courts

its T , of which only seven are City owned. Many of the outdoor basketball 
courts are located at neighborhood amenity centers or public schools and 
are half court. Since these sites are accessible to the people who live in the 
neighborhoods around them, the current need for outdoor basketball courts 
is generally being met. See Map .1 , Basketball Court Service Areas for the 
distribution of basketball facilities in Round Rock. 

o . As additional areas in the City develop over the coming 
years, the City should continue to encourage private developments to provide 
outdoor basketball courts to meet the needs of the local residents.

Figure 5.1 , arget e el of Ser ice for Sports ourts

Tennis Courts

at illiamson County Regional Park, very few courts are open to the public 
on the west side of the City. See Map .16, Tennis Court Service Areas for the 
distribution of tennis facilities in Round Rock.

edium

necessary so that school courts can be used to accommodate tournaments.

olleyball Courts

  Sand volleyball is becoming an increasingly popular sport and 

community parks should be planned with at least one sand volleyball court.  
Aside from the courts at Old Settlers Park, there are no sand volleyball courts in 

olleyball Court Service Areas
for the distribution of volleyball facilities in Round Rock.

i .
Park.

Facility
Current

Availability 
(total)

Public
Owned

Private
Owned

RR SD
Owned

Current LOS (1 Facility 
per Residents) Target 

LOS (Per 
Residents)

201  Need 
Based on 
115,  

Population

2025 Need 
Based on 
150, 6

Population
Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Basketball (Outdoor) 66 1 Surplus of 1
Tennis 16 Surplus of 36 Surplus of 26

olleyball (Outdoor) 6 31



.32

d

a oo d a o d o

Map 5.15, asket all ourt Ser ice Areas
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Map 5.1 , ennis ourt Ser ice Areas
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Map 5.17, olley all ourt Ser ice Areas
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Special se Facilities

Amphitheater Or Outdoor Event Facilities

provides an event area in owntown which can be used for markets, festivals, 
and special events. The festival grounds in Old Settlers Park hold events, such 

is an amphitheater at the Baca Center, it is only large enough for a few hundred 

and should be able to handle music, theatrical, and civic events. istribution 
Outdoor

Event Facility Service Areas.

i  for a large performance area.

Dog Park

sector (See Dog Park Service Areas). Based on the target of two dog 
parks for the City, the City should consider developing a second fenced dog 
park, possibly in the northwest sector. Additionally, not all dog parks need to be 

Figure 5.1 , arget e el of Ser ice for Special se Facilities

main park area or streets.  ogs would be permitted to run loose in these areas 
under supervision of their owners.  These areas should be sited in centrally 

edium for a second facility. The City should evaluate 

dogs.

Golf Course

There are two golf courses in Round Rock, one of which is a 
Golf Course Service Areas, the 

western sectors of the City do not have nearby access to golf courses. That 
being said, the City should continue to encourage the private sector to provide 
additional golf facilities as the market demands.

 o .  valuate usage of area courses.

Rental Facilities

 There are a number of facilities throughout the City that 
the public can rent (e.g., park pavilions, Centennial Plaza, etc.). However, 
marketing of these facilities could be improved as many residents in Round 
Rock and surrounding communities do not know the facilities are available to 
them. The Kinningham facility is in need of structural repairs and improvements 
and is unavailable for rentals until repairs are made. Additionally, pavilions must 

be maintained and made appropriate to meet resident demands, including 

Lakeview Pavilion plays host to several large community special events and 

amenities surrounding the pavilion, such as restrooms, are undersized to meet 
the demand of the rental pavilion.  See Map .21, Rental Facility Service Areas
for the distribution of these amenities in Round Rock.

There is a i

medium.

Skate Park

 The skate park in Round Rock is fairly new, but is already 

periodic evaluation of condition is important. As development continues, the City 
should continue to gauge the desire for additional facilities located throughout 
the community. See Map .22, Skate Park Service Areas for the location of the 

o  for additional facility. Maintenance and upkeep of 
i  level of need. Over the long term, the City should 

consider satellite facilities in the north and west sectors of the City.

Facility
Current

Availability 
(total)

Public
Owned

Private
Owned

RR SD
Owned

Current LOS (1 Facility 
per Residents) Target 

LOS (Per 
Residents)

201  Need 
Based on 
115,  

Population

2025 Need 
Based on 
150, 6

Population
Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Amphitheater or Outdoor vent 
Space 3 3 aries aries aries aries aries aries aries

og Park 1 1 2 per planning 
area

Golf Course 2 1 1
aries aries aries aries aries aries aries

1 1 1 per city 1 1
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Map 5.1 , utdoor E ent Facility Ser ice Areas
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Map 5.1 , og Park Facility Ser ice Areas



d

a oo d a o d o
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Playgrounds

 Playgrounds are well distributed throughout Round Rock and 
are provided in public, private, and school parks (see Map .23, Playground
Service Areas). hile not all playground facilities will be used the same amount, 

whenever possible, and age appropriate amenities, including more challenging 

skills for all children and a life skills area which is designed to teach children 

of visitors from throughout the community, the region, and across the country. 

residents and visitors alike.

oanne Land Playground. This playground has been transformed into a 
destination playground with climbing towers and skywalls with obstacles and a 

playground, it is apparent that a destination playground is needed in every sector 
of the City.  The nature destination playground planned for Behrens Ranch Park 

planned as part of Heritage Trail ast would help the PAR  reach that goal.

Figure 5.15, arget e el of Ser ice for Playgrounds

Locating playgrounds adjacent to picnic pavilions, such as in Kensington Park 

their children.

The Play for All Park is well loved by children throughout the region and 
beyond.

many playscapes which are old and in need of repair. The PAR  has compiled 

i  need for renovation, installation of playscape shade 
structures, and introducing new technology play units.  i  need for destination 
playground in every sector of the City.

Facility
Current

Availability 
(total)

Public
Owned

Private
Owned

RR SD
Owned

Current LOS (1 Facility 
per Residents) Target 

LOS (Per 
Residents)

201  Need 
Based on 
115,  

Population

2025 Need 
Based on 
150, 6

Population
Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Playgrounds 12 33 63 3, 1
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Map 5.2 , Playground Ser ice Areas
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Passive Recreation Facilities

Picnic Amenities

 Picnic amenities are relatively well distributed throughout Round 
Rock. The northwest and southeast planning areas are lacking amenities in 

Picnic Facility Service Areas). Picnic amenities 

enjoy nature, and gain an appreciation for the environment. As such, the City 
has a target of providing at least minimal picnic amenities in every park (where 
appropriate). Minimal amenities means picnic tables, benches, barbecue grills, 

owned parks and are primarily linear parks.

need updating. The City should analyze its picnic amenities and determine key 
areas to provide additional clusters of picnic tables. Additionally, many areas 
lack barbecue grills. 

i

Figure 5.1 , arget e el of Ser ice for Passi e Recreation

Pavilions

 Picnic pavilions provide shaded opportunities for individuals and 
small and large groups to gather and enjoy a few hours in the park. Pavilions are 
located in a number of parks throughout the City, but the northern and southern 
areas of the City are somewhat lacking (see Map .2 , Picnic Pavilion Service 
Areas). Picnic pavilions should be strategically placed as prominent features 

sun is strong and can be a deterrent to residents enjoying the parks during 
the summer. The provision of additional shaded gathering areas would likely 

or replacement. The standard for all new pavilions in Round Rock includes 
stone columns and a metal roof. The pavilions in Old Settlers Park need to 
be renovated to match the new standard.  Additionally, the pavilions must be 
evaluated to make sure that they are serving their intended population for size 
and amenities.  The Lakeview Pavilion at Old Settlers Park is used for large 
community, corporate, and private events and is the hub for many of the special 
events and K races in the park.  The pavilion is severely undersized to host 

crowds.

edium
i for replacing Lakeview Pavilion and its surrounding support facilities.

ven minimal picnic amenities, such as those at Chisholm Trail Crossing, 

Facility
Current

Availability 
(total)

Public
Owned

Private
Owned

RR SD
Owned

Current LOS (1 Facility 
per Residents) Target 

LOS (Per 
Residents)

201  Need 
Based on 
115,  

Population

2025 Need 
Based on 
150, 6

Population
Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

parks parks parks parks
Picnic Pavilions 3 26 22 1 Surplus of 2
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Map 5.2 , Picnic Facility Ser ice Areas
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ater Recreation Facilities

Swimming Pools

owned swimming pools are concentrated in the eastern side of Round Rock 

based recreation be provided as residential development continues. 

especially Lake Creek Pool, and are in need of renovation to comply with the 
American with isabilities Act.  Additional upgrades are needed with the pool 

o  for new facilities.  i

Figure 5.17, arget e el of Ser ice for ater Recreation Facilities

Spray Grounds/ ater Play

be free, standalone elements, such as in the Sharon Prete Main Street Plaza, or 

Splash
Pad Service Areas).

developed.

i . The additional spray ground could be a free standing 
Standalone spray grounds located throughout a city can provide easy access 

Facility
Current

Availability 
(total)

Public
Owned

Private
Owned

RR SD
Owned

Current LOS (1 Facility 
per Residents) Target 

LOS (Per 
Residents)

201  Need 
Based on 
115,  

Population

2025 Need 
Based on 
150, 6

Population
Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Swimming Pool
population

Surplus of Surplus of 

Spray Grounds 6
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Map 5.2 , S imming Pool Ser ice Areas
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Map 5.27, Splas  Pad Ser ice Areas
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iffering trail materials provide more or less rigid support and are sometimes  

softer trail surface, such as decomposed granite, as it is gentler on their joints.

recreation, and access to nature.

Trails

Trails have continually been one of the most supported facilities 

survey respondents indicated a need for walking trails. Additionally, walking and 

percent of respondents, respectively. The City has a target of providing one 

all users. The remaining trails are owned by HOAs and MU s and only some 
are available to the general public. As such, continuing to develop a citywide 

system is missing key connections along the Brushy Creek, and through the 
Trail Service Areas).

Additional trail development should focus on trails along linear parks that link 

across the City. henever possible, internal loop trails should be provided in all 
larger parks. 

i . Trail development along linear greenbelts should be 

the central core area of the City, as well as in the northern sectors. High priority 
trails should connect parks and neighborhoods to downtown. Other important 
trails should link to the University/Higher ducation istrict in Round Rock. 

northeast Round Rock.  mphasis should also be placed on creating regional 
connectivity.

Facility
Current

Availability 
(total)

Public
Owned

Private
Owned

RR SD
Owned

Current LOS (1 Facility 
per Residents) Target 

LOS (Per 
Residents)

201  Need 
Based on 
115,  

Population

2025 Need 
Based on 
150, 6

Population
Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Trails (miles) 1, 1
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ndoor Gymnasiums

league or public use of their indoor gymnasiums when school is not in session. As 
such, there are only two locations with indoor gyms which can used by leagues or 
the general public. The gyms are located at the Clay Madsen Recreation Center 
(southwest sector) and Round Rock Sports Center (northeast sector) (see Map 

Indoor Gymnasium Service Areas).  The gyms at the Sports Center are 

such, the courts are available for use in a rental facility capacity only.

Based on the target level of service of providing one indoor gymnasium 

the City of Round Rock should work towards creating a stronger partnership 

volleyball leagues. Use of even a portion of the school gymnasiums would help 

City to include an indoor gymnasium. 

i
use of some school gyms when school is not in session and on the weekends.  

As the new recreation centers are constructed in the long term in the north, 
gymnasiums should be included in the design for basketball and volleyball play.

Figure 5.1 , arget e el of Ser ice for ndoor ymnasiums

The Clay Madsen Recreation Center provides multiple indoor gymnasiums 
which can be rented for league use or used as part of a Recreation Center 
membership.

Facility
Current

Availability 
(total)

Public
Owned

Private
Owned

RR SD
Owned

Current LOS (1 Facility 
per Residents) Target 

LOS (Per 
Residents)

201  Need 
Based on 
115,  

Population

2025 Need 
Based on 
150, 6

Population
Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

Public
Owned

All
Facilities

12 16

Some facilities owned by City, but are tourism driven and not always available for public use  
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Map 5.2 , ndoor ymnasium Ser ice Areas
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Demand-Based Assessment of Needs

it is essential to identify public demand for parks and recreation opportunities. 

assessment is based on the actual participation in organized activities and the 

is important to note that the demographics observed in the statistically valid 

A disproportionate amount of seniors completed the survey and as such, the 
results were somewhat skewed.

Most Frequent Activities
Survey respondents were asked how often they visited parks, participated 
in activities, or used a variety of facilities. Based on the positive responses 

Old Settlers Park, the Brushy Creek Greenbelt, and the Play for All Abilities Park 
are the most commonly visited parks in the City. hen considering recreational 

Most mportant Facilities and Programs

households are walking trails, biking trails, natural areas and wildlife habitats, 

Facilities that are Most Important to Households

Programs that are Most Important to Households,

Greatest nmet Need

are shade elements, natural areas and wildlife habitats, small neighborhood 
parks, walking trails, and outdoor performance space/amphitheaters (see 

 Estimated Number of Households hose Recreation Facility Needs 
are Being Met 0  or Less

 Estimated Number 
of Households hose Recreation Program Needs are Being Met 0  or Less,

mportance - nmet Needs Assessment Matrices

assessing the priority that should be placed on parks and recreation facilities 
and programs in the City. Based on survey responses, each of the facilities and 
programs that were assessed on the survey were placed in one of the following 

Respondents placed a high level of importance on these items and the 

ontinued mp asis

Respondents placed a high level of importance on these items, but the 
unmet need rating is relatively low.

 (lower importance and high unmet 

serve the needs of specialized populations.  Respondents placed a lower 
level of importance on these items, but the unmet need rating is relatively 
high.

placed a lower level of importance on these items, and the unmet need 
rating is relatively low. Access to natural areas and wildlife habitats was ranked as one of the 

Additional community special events was the highest ranked program need in 
statistically valid survey.
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Figure 5.21, 2015 mportance  nmet Needs Assessment Matrix for 
Parks and Recreation Programs

(points on the graph show deviations from the mean importance and unmet 

represents the most important, closest to the top edge represents the greatest 
unmet need)
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Figure 5.20, 2015 mportance  nmet Needs Assessment Matrix for 
Parks and Recreation Facilities

(points on the graph show deviations from the mean importance and unmet 

represents the most important, closest to the top edge represents the greatest 
unmet need)

B. Outdoor basketball courts
C. Outdoor performance space/
amphitheaters

. Outdoor volleyball courts

. Skateboard parks

G. Outdoor special event rental space
H. Spray parks

O. Shade elements
P. og parks

etc.)
L. Picnic shelters/areas

ontinued mp asis
S. Small neighborhood parks
T. Running/walking track
U. Outdoor swimming pools

. Biking trails
. Playgrounds
. alking trails

B. Programs for people with disabilities
C. Programs for teens

. Adult learn to swim programs

education

Q. Adult art, dance, performing arts

S. Adult leisure learning programs

G. Preschool programs

. Athletic special events

ontinued mp asis

U. Community special events
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Figure 5.22, 2015 mportance  nmet Needs Assessment Matrix for 
Parks and Playground Ser ices

(points on the graph show deviations from the mean importance and unmet 

represents the most important, closest to the top edge represents the greatest 
unmet need)

C. Mowing and trimming in parks

parks

G. Overall condition of parks and 
playgrounds

ontinued mp asis
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Resource-Based Assessment of Needs

features can be considered. The City of Round Rock has a number of landscape 
features that should be preserved and/or adapted for recreational use and open 
space preservation where feasible. These are the creek system corridors, areas 
around Paloma Lake and Meadow Lake, rural landscapes, historic/cultural 

The Creek System
The City of Round Rock has a number of major creek corridors that run through 

the City that connect many of the small area lakes and City parks.   The nature 
of creek and drainage systems is that they are linear and thus ideal corridors for 
activities like hiking, jogging, and biking.

effort to secure functional corridors along these creeks and drainage systems.  

Along undeveloped or underdeveloped creek areas, preserve the larger 

and recreation opportunities by preventing unrestricted encroachment on 

land may include purchase of property, donation as undevelopable, or the 
purchase of development rights. The implication is that the City becomes 
the custodian of the land by holding the development rights in perpetuity 

rights.

linkage to adjacent neighborhoods. Preservation of more than just the 
bare minimum for drainage purposes can allow greater recreational 
opportunities.

ork with land and homeowners to create linear vehicular and pedestrian 

using this concept.

these trails will become the impetus for the development of similar trail 
connections.

eveloping creeks and drainage corridors will assist in answering the need for 
additional linear parkland in the City. This will also provide the opportunity for 
the development of hike and bike trails which rated consistently as one of the 
most important recreational facilities needed in the City. Recommendations for 
the development of trails along creeks are discussed in more detail in the Trails 
Master Plan Update ocument.

Rural Landscapes

including the use of hike and bike trails and driving along rural roads. To be 

by development, signs, and utilities. This may be achieved with winding roads 

are candidates for preservation of views and a rural character.

preservation of open space. This can be done through application of  
Conservation Planning and esign principles. One of the most basic principles 

involves roads which serve as access to developed areas yet at the same time 

Rural landscapes can provide visual and physical access to undeveloped 
areas.

environmental and recreational resource.
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Cultural Landscapes

created in the natural world. They revive fundamental ties between people and 

Cultural Landscapes are intertwined patterns of things both natural and 

formal gardens to cattle ranches, from cemeteries and pilgrimage routes to 

and adaptation of the land.

Round Rock has a rich history and culture, especially in the downtown area. 
The historic downtown and surrounding area encompass a number of historical 
properties and archaeological sites that represent some important aspects of 

However, the recognition and preservation of individual sites and structures 
is not enough to ensure the protection of the landscape as a whole, which is 

clues as to the way in which people from an earlier generation and era related 

landscape in which the cultural features and sites are contained.  Additionally, 
the planned Heritage Trail, which is meant to serve as a historical and cultural 
timeline of Round Rock, should be designed and constructed with the utmost 

Andrew . Palm House (current isitor Center and Chamber of Commerce)

Otto Reinke Building

Sam Bass eath Site (on the south side of Round Rock Avenue just west 
of Mays Street)

Chisholm Trail Crossing
The round rock in Brushy Creek which is where Round Rock received its 
name
The Brushy Creek Corridor
Total of 2  sites and markers in Round Rock

tility Right-of- ays

is essential for mobility and connectivity throughout Round Rock.

Rail Right-of- ays

its linear nature and gentle topographic change. An added aesthetic value of a 

natural interest.

The City of Round Rock has a railroad that stretches across the entire length 

Rock should continue to pursue an option for a trail that runs parallel to tracks 
through the center of the City. This trail could be placed against the back of 

tracks.

The area surrounding the Round Rock  is rich with cultural heritage.

and structures.
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Summary of Key Needs for Round Rock
Through the needs analysis process, the level of need for increased parkland 

Parkland Acreage Needs

of residents throughout the community, with emphasis on currently underserved 
Summary of ey Acreage Needs for 201  to 202 ). As 

development continues in the northeast sector, care should be taken to ensure 

and open space.

Parkland Connectivity

Today, despite trail development since then, providing additional pedestrian and 

the City should continue to prioritize and develop key trail segments to provide 
citywide access to parks, schools, downtown, and other key areas. 

Facility Needs
Based on the level of service assessment and public input, the City has a 

courts, and indoor gymnasium space. High passive recreation needs include 
outdoor performance spaces, renovation of rental facilities and playgrounds, 
additional picnicking amenities, shade elements, spray grounds, trails, natural 
areas, and small neighborhood parks.

Recreational Program Needs
As seen throughout the public engagement, key recreational program needs 

and multigenerational programming.

The Desired State for Parks and Recreation 
in Round Rock
The desired state for the Round Rock Parks and Recreation epartment is 
based on a careful combination of trend analysis and projection, public input 

this information, the Parks and Recreation epartment has determined the 
ideal state in which to operate and function as a whole.

trails, greenbelts, and open space that encourages residents to be outdoors, 
living a healthy lifestyle and learning about local natural features. Connectivity 
also serves to facilitate an alternative transportation opportunity for Round Rock 
residents. By connecting residents to locations such as schools, public spaces, 
neighborhoods, places of employment, and retail destinations, the City gains 

The desired state of recreation and culture encompasses short and long range 

needs of all age groups, activity levels, and socioeconomic categories. 

The desired state for Round Rock is one that will have provided for programs 

distributed evenly throughout the City so that all residents have access to trails, 
athletic activities, and neighborhood and community parks. The community and 

the continuation of tree plantings along streets and in parks.

as the round rock, the Chisholm Trail Crossing Sculpture Park, Heritage Trail, 

to celebrate the history and culture of this City.

Areas of cultural value, geological and topographic interest, and natural creek 

more lands for protection. The Parks and Recreation epartment will maintain 
all of the Round Rock parks and recreation facilities in a superior condition 

The Round Rock community highly values the events offered throughout the 
year.

There is a need for additional recreational programming for all ages.
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that affect recreation opportunities will actively be pursued. Relationships will 
be strengthened and the City will work together in order to accomplish regional 
solutions.

The City will develop other funding mechanisms to help supplement its limited 
funding resources. The Parkland edication and Park evelopment Ordinance 

will be assessed and cooperation with private citizens and developers will be 

Essential Partnerships in the Future 
for Round Rock Parks and Recreation 
Department

Round Rock Parks and Recreation epartment should continue to foster 

the Transportation epartment to ensure that proper trails and bike lanes are 
being developed throughout all of Round Rock  the Sports Management and 

conomic evelopment Corporation to promote the park and recreation system 

Round Rock  and the Police epartment to ensure that the parks and the 
special events held by the Parks and Recreation epartment continue to be 
safe and successful. 

There are other government entities beyond just the local government that the 
Round Rock Parks and Recreation epartment should partner with such as 

illiamson County.  A strong partnership with the county would ensure there 
is not a duplication of services when it comes to providing park and recreation 
facilities and to partner with in the development of facilities.  Also a partnership 
with the governments of nearby communities is needed to enhance the 
connectivity of trails from one area to the other such as along the Brushy Creek 
corridor.

and hospitals all over the nation often partner with local park and recreation 
departments because the two entities share the common goal of promoting 
physical activity and leading a healthier lifestyle.  Additionally, the medical 
community can partner with the Parks and Recreation epartment to offer 
therapeutic recreation, which can be evidenced with the success of the Play for 
All Abilities Playground.

and plazas throughout Round Rock, as well as set up funds where people can 

One other major partnership which should be strengthened in the future and as 

School istrict.  The school district offers various types of recreational facilities 

when school is not in session or on the weekends.  The school district also has 

programs that are offered through the Parks and Recreation epartment.  
Additionally, as the therapeutic recreation trend continues to grow in Round 
Rock with projects like the Play for All Abilities Playground, a partnership with 
the school district and its special education teachers becomes very important.

Continued The PAR  currently coordinates with other City departments in the 

playground.
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City, State, and National Park and Recreation 
Trends

residents. Quality of life is dependent upon several key components, such as 
employment opportunities, the housing market, access to desirable schools, 
the amount of green space in a community, and the variety of amenities and 
recreational activities that are available. People tend to pursue activities that 
provide recreation  ease of use  convenience  and improve mental, physical, 

statewide, and national trends related to parks and recreation. The trends 

for the duration of this Plan.

Mobile Connectivity 

over the last two decades. People are digitally immersed more than ever before 
and are increasingly gaining their news, stimulation, and knowledge of the world 

1

Digital Money
More and more people are relying on a digital wallet and seeking out convenient 

as people are looking to sign up for leagues, rent pavilions, and register for 
classes and programs online. Methods to streamline these processes could 
include online or mobile payment options, as several applications now allow for 
payment without needing to reference a physical credit card. These cashless 

users.

Public Recreation

world. ith the increase in mobile connectivity comes greater public awareness 

parks and recreation opportunities to be free. 

ealth Awareness

is being tracked more easily than ever before. ith evolutionary technology 

daily steps, sleeping patterns, calories burned, heart rate, etc. all by wearing 
wrist bands that monitor their progress throughout the day. This immediate 

suitable and readily available indoor and outdoor recreational activities allows 
people to more easily reach their targeted goals. 

Covered Amenities

outdoor recreation amenities (e.g., playgrounds) are not always enjoyable 

use of shade structures to allow for increased user comfort in areas such as 
playgrounds, skateparks, picnic tables, and basketball courts, among others.

Reality Games

application called Pok mon GO. esigners structured the game in such a way 

sites, and cultural amenities became the most popular destinations in the game. 
Such creative methods are being used to attract people outside, encouraging 
interaction with both nature and a virtual component. hen designing parks, it 
is important to account for new technology and how it is changing the way some 
people choose to interact with parks.2

Passive Recreation

unprogrammed play provide for social interaction and rejuvenation. Passive 

country, people are looking to their parks for open space where they can interact 

for both active and passive recreation are provided throughout the City.

The challenge of integrating mobile elements into parks systems to help keep 
users engaged is one felt by many communities.
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Trail Systems
Trails are still leading as a top priority recreational amenity throughout the state 
and country.3 Trail activities such as walking, hiking, running, and biking provide 

to nature, alternative mobility options, and outdoor educational opportunities. 

Splash Pads

neighborhood or community park to provide convenient summer fun for children 

traditional pools as they offer varying spray nozzles, drop buckets, and other 
innovative features that bring a higher level of interactive play.

Active Recreation
hile passive recreation has gained steam in the last decade, active recreation 

still remains a strong focal point in park and recreation systems. An interesting 
trend is how participation rates have swayed in varying athletics. Studies have 
revealed a decrease in some youth league participation such as baseball and 
basketball. However, it should be noted that this varies from city to city. As 

and travel commitments, some families may be encouraging their children to 
choose one or two sports early on and continue to pursue that sport as they 
age. Additionally, sports options are increasing to include such activities as mini 

etc.). A few reasons why these particular sports may be trending are the overall 

people to participate. ,6

ater-based Recreation

Activities such as stand up paddle boarding and kayaking provide passive 

percent increase in participation over the same period.  As the City programs 
its parks that provide access to water, this growing trend should be considered.

Racing Events

 Adventure 

strength and stamina, and encourage healthy lifestyles. Adventure races, such 
as mud runs, color runs, and obstacle courses, are often attended by a wider 

event.  Both adventure races and triathlons provide additional community 
Adventure races, such as mud runs, are gaining popularity nationally. 
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Other Trends mpacting se of Parks and 
Recreation

Busy Lifestyles  At- ome Leisure

marketplace is forcing people to work harder to keep up. As a result, they 
have less leisure time, and fewer opportunities to enjoy recreational activities. 

home leisure opportunities are available today, such as hundreds of channels of 
television, sophisticated computer games, and the internet. Providing recreation 
opportunities which are convenient and tailored to the community thus gains 
even greater importance.

Safety Concerns
Safety is a great concern to parents. Many parents do not allow their children to 

decreased as a result. 

other leisure time activities and outlets, and can pick and choose what they 
want to do. Cities must be willing to provide a much broader menu of recreation 
activities, but recognize the need to draw the line if those activities become too 
costly.

Funding Constraints

Baby Boomer Trends

and immigration)1

6  and over.2

Boomers are opting not to retire at a traditional retirement age. Because of their 

the work force because they take pleasure in being challenged and engaged. 

young as they view themselves to be.
Media and internet technology to facilitate family and social ties, recreation 
and lifelong learning.

Growing diversity in travel and leisure options, especially with regard to 

1 Pollard, Kelvin and Paola Scommegna, ust How Many Baby Boomers Are

2 Colby, Sandra L. and ennifer M. Ortman, Projections of the Size and Composition 

Fitness Trends
Americans want to get in shape. Programs and technology such as wearable 

3

1. earable technology
2. Body weight training
3.

. Strength training
6. Group training

Personal training

11.
12.
13. Outdoor activities

Group personal training
1 . ellness coaching
16. orksite health promotion

Outcome measurements
Circuit training
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ays Round Rock Can Capitalize on These Trends
There are many ways that the City can capitalize on these trends.

Because the Baby Boomers are a very active generation, the Round Rock 
PAR  should continue to provide strong senior programs and physical 

High school sports teams are growing in participation but not all high 
school students will be good enough to make a team.  The City could 

the City should evaluate its teen programming and develop a plan for 
increased options as the large young population in the City continues to 
age.

and personal training, yoga, and outdoor activities. The PAR  should 

at hours generally appropriate for working adults.

indoor rock wall for climbing possibly at Clay Madsen Recreation Center 

A new recreation center that is more technology driven would appeal to a 
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The action plan contained in this chapter was developed based on 

CHAPTER 6
a  a  ec mme e  cti

“ s urbani ation continues, communities should plan or and develop park system as an integral 
part o  the urban abric. ”

~ American Society of Landscape Architects
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Summary of Gaps Between the Current State 
and the Desired State of Round Rock’s Parks 
and Recreation System
Following previous discussions about the current and desired state of Round 
Rock’s parks and recreation system, there are several gaps between where 
the system is now and where it should be.  Those gaps are summarized in 
this section, and goals and recommended actions are presented throughout 
the remainder of the chapter to help guide the PAR  team and City elected and 

uring the public input process of both the 2009 plan and this Plan, the one 
amenity that residents of Round Rock consistently wanted was more trails. 

ven though the City has a number of miles of trails, many of them are simply 
interior loop trails within parks. hile this is a good start, providing additional 
connected trails can help increase use of the system. Use of hike and bike 
trails is diversifying from traditional recreational use to also include use as 
an alternative route for transportation.  eveloping more interconnected trails 
throughout all portions of Round Rock will increase the mobility of residents, 
provide connectivity between residences and key destinations, and continue to 
set Round Rock apart as a bicycle and pedestrian friendly community.

cater to serving the Sports Capital of Te as.  Round Rock should invest in 

residents of Round Rock. The City should strive to provide spectator amenities 

property are not lighted and the time available for leagues and residents to use 

discussed in detail at the end of Chapter .

that can attract teams and tournaments to the Sports Capital of Te as. The 
City should develop tournament quality volleyball facilities at Old Settlers Park 
to attract large-scale tournaments to meet the Sports Capital of Te as goal. 
Additional facilities to be considered in the future include an adult athletic 

Fitness trends that are increasing across the nation include personal and 
group training, yoga, outdoor activities, and e ercise for weight loss.  Round 
Rock is encouraged to continue offering boot camps, yoga, and low impact 

ensure that programs are offered at a time when working adults would be able 
to participate. 

The City should consider the possibility of providing an indoor rock wall for 

wellness programs were their top choice for recreational programs. Providing 
additional adventure races and/or triathlons could provide both special events 

Round Rock should acquire an additional 00 acres of parkland and open space 
by the year 202  and a minimum of 1,0 0 acres by the time the City reaches 

3  and FM 620, south of McNeil Road, and in the northeastern portion of the 
City. Additional metropolitan parks are needed in the northeast, southeast, 
and southwest sectors of the City and the e isting metropolitan parks in the 

recreational opportunities to residents in that area. Lastly, to move towards the 
City’s vision of preserving 1  percent of the City and T  as parks and open 
space, target acquisition and preservation is needed over the coming years. 

corridors, where feasible.

There are also some gaps in terms of facilities between the current state and 

renovation and are unavailable for rentals until repairs are made. The rental 
area and surrounding support facilities at Lakeview Pavilion in Old Settlers Park 
are vastly undersized to accommodate the large events, corporate gatherings, 
and K races held there on a daily basis.  Upgrading and e panding the 
pavilion, restroom facility, and parking area should be considered in the near 

Game On 2060 Plan. Finally, there is no large amphitheater in Round Rock that 
can accommodate performances for over 1,000 people.

Te as Parks and ildlife Department Compliance
One of the ancillary purposes of this Plan is to serve as a parks, recreation, and 

when applying for TP  grant funding.

Residents have once again voiced a strong desire for an increased trail 
network.
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igh Priority Needs
Top priorities for parks, recreation, open space, and trails, listed in Figure 6.1, 

, are consistent with Te as Parks 
and ildlife epartment (TP ) requirements. Priorities have been determined 
based on community input, needs assessments, site visits, and input from the 

1. Trails
2. Shade structures/trees
3. og parks
. Outdoor performance space/amphitheater
.

1.
2. Restroom facilities
3.
. Outdoor volleyball courts
. Spray grounds

1.
2.
3. Rental facilities
. Tournament level volleyball courts
. Technology driven recreation center

1. Trails
2.
3. Shade structures/trees
.
. Outdoor performance space/amphitheater

6. og parks
7. Outdoor volleyball courts
.

9.
10. Spray grounds

1.
2.
3. Technology driven recreation center

igh alue Governance
The park and recreation needs of Round Rock are described in the previous 
sections of this report.  The conclusion of this chapter recommends a series of 
actions to begin to address those needs.  These actions are to guide the staff 

updated on a regular basis.

i est Priority Needs  The prioritization is based on information received 
from public input as well as from the needs assessment formed from facility and 
acreage standards shown in Chapter .  The criteria used to prioritize the park 
facilities needed in Round Rock are as follows:

Level of need based on citizen input (online survey results, public open 
house meeting, etc.)
Level of need based on the needs assessment  
Site assessments of e isting park facilities in the City  and
Opportunities for recreation facilities based on e isting physical conditions 
in or near Round Rock.

Needs meeting all or most of the criteria shown above were ranked as high 
priority elements to receive the highest level of attention over the ne t two years.

mplementation Strategy
The actions of this Plan can be further delineated into three levels of priority.  

the priority level. These include: 

Short-term implementation - Top priority items to be completed or initiated 
over the ne t t o
and completed within this time frame. However, it is not uncommon for 
projects to be initiated in this time frame and completed over time. 
Mid-term implementation - Actions to be initiated or completed in t ree

 years. Some of these actions may become the highest priorities 

Longer-range implementation - Actions which are intended to continually 
guide the City towards its ideal future parks and recreation vision. Most 
of these actions are intended to be implemented over the long-term 6
to 10  years  and will be further prioritized in subsequent Plan updates.

been categorized into two lists: outdoor facilities/amenities and indoor facilities/
amenities.

Figure .1, Summary of ig  Priority Facility Needs in Round Rock
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Goal #1: Link the Community
One of the highest needs in the City, as demonstrated by surveys and open 
house responses, is the addition of more trails.  As part of Round Rock’s desire 
to have mobility and connectivity, the City should provide an open space system 
which links parks, schools, greenbelts, neighborhoods, places of employment, 
retail shops, restaurants, and open spaces.

and funding was approved by voters in the 2013 bond election.  These sections 
of trail are currently under design, and when constructed, will create a strong 

Trail have a lower level of satisfaction with hike and bike trails than people 
living along the trail system.  ithout an easy connection to this trail system, 
it is an under-utilized resource for these residents.  For these reasons, the 

to the illiamson County Southwest Regional Park.  Additionally, the PAR  
should pursue opportunities to create parkway trails or wide sidewalks along 

improvements are completed to further strengthen the north/south connectivity.

to create a regional trail loop, thus providing residents of Round Rock alternative 
modes of transportation and recreation (see Map 6.1, 
Connections).  The PAR  should continue to focus efforts on identifying potential 

surrounding communities, a strong network of trails can provide recreation and 
alternative modes of transportation while linking areas of special interest in 
each community.

high interest, such as owntown and the University area.  Further development 

with points of interest will increase connectivity opportunities.  Creating bicycle 
hubs with end of trip facilities (e.g., bicycle parking, repair stations, etc.) at key 
destinations (e.g., owntown, University area) will encourage greater use of 
trails as an alternate route for transportation.  Constructing trails where people 
need them is a top priority.

The actions listed in Figure 6.2, , are recommended 
to achieve this goal.

Map .1, Potential Regional rail onnections

Areas of Special Interest linkage to be 
considered high priorty by each individual entity
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Goal #1:  Link the Community
Pro ects Time rame

ank Action
ity

Sector
st. o  

an e
st. i  

an e Type of Action Potential undin  ec anisms and Sources
1 2
yrs.

3 5
yrs.

6 10
yrs.

1.1  North-South Regional Trail Connection - Round Rock Portion All Construction / Acquisition

N 6,000,000 11,000,000 Construction / Acquisition

N 1, 00,000 3,000,000 Construction / Acquisition

N 2, 00,000 ,000,000 Construction / Acquisition

N 2,000,000 3,000,000 Construction / Acquisition

1.2  Trail connections to each Community estination Park All Construction / Acquisition

All Currently
Funded

Currently
Funded Construction / Acquisition

    1.3.1  Heritage Trail N /N Currently
Funded

Currently
Funded Construction / Acquisition

N Currently
Funded

Currently
Funded Construction / Acquisition

    1.3.3  Lake Creek Trail - Round Rock est to Centennial Plaza S Currently
Funded

Currently
Funded Construction / Acquisition

N /S Construction / Acquisition

1.   Construct Chandler Creek Trail to connect north/central Round Rock to Old 
Settlers Park

    1. .1  Chandler Creek Trail to Mays St. to Sunrise Rd. N ,000,000 ,000,000 Construction / Acquisition

N ,000,000 ,000,000 Construction / Acquisition

N ,000,000 ,000,000 Construction / Acquisition

1.6  Lake Creek Trail - Centennial Plaza to Lake Creek Park N 2,000,000 3,000,000 Construction / Acquisition

S 00,000 7 0,000 Construction / Acquisition

1.  evelop directional signage, trail signage and striping, and trailheads for 
trails All 0,000 / 

location
1 0,000 / 
location General Fund, Parkland edication Funds

N 2,000,000 3,000,000 Construction / Acquisition

1.10 Connect trails and plazas to owntown utilizing directional signage and 
e isting sidewalk connections S 2 ,000 0,000

Figure .2, ink t e ommunity Actions
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Goal #1:  Link the Community (cont )
ana ement, perations, and Pro rammin Time rame

ank Action
ity

Sector
st. o  

an e
st. i  

an e Type of Action Potential undin  ec anisms and Sources
1 2
yrs.

3 5
yrs.

6 10
yrs.

1.11 ncourage developers to build trail and with all residential developments All N/A N/A Planning N/A

1.12  evelop trail impact fee to pay for trails adjacent to developments All N/A N/A Planning N/A

1.13  Update trail standards, including where trails intersect with roads All N/A N/A Planning N/A

1.1   Track trail usage to determine best focus of resources and ranger time All ,000 each 10,000 each Technology General Fund

All 10,000 200,000 Technology

1.16 Continue to promote trails through programming All N/A N/A Programming N/A

trail All ,000 each 
trail

10,000 each 
trail

quality All Personnel General Fund

Figure .2, ink t e ommunity Actions cont.

management, operations, and programmatic plan is also important.  The PAR  
should continue to work with developers to build trails as part of residential 
developments that tie in with City trails and/or link major destinations.  
Additionally, the City should strive to update trail standards, update trails master 
plans, and develop trail impact fees to pay for trails adjacent to developments.

For these reasons, the PAR  should continue to promote trails through 
programming and offer pop-up events, races, scavenger hunts, geocaching, 
and more.  Adding amenities along the trails such as iFi, bike repair stations, 

users.

uring the public survey, 7  percent of respondents agreed or strongly agreed 

to do this, and make the trail system more user friendly, projects associated 

installation of trail amenities are necessary.  Additionally, a crew dedicated to 
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to foster that positive emotional attachment to the City by continuing projects 
and programs that make Round Rock special and unique.  A continued effort 
to complete projects associated with the Repair and Replacement Program, 
as well as creating a partner program for Old Settlers Park, affords the PAR  
the opportunity to contribute to the character of the City and help facilitate 
neighborhood buy-in.  More than that, the PAR  should also continue to focus 

Goal #2:  Community Cohesion - Creating a Sense of Place
Pro ects Time rame

ank Action
ity

Sector
st. o  

an e
st. i  

an e Type of Action Potential undin  ec anisms and Sources
1 2
yrs.

3 5
yrs.

6 10
yrs.

2.1  irectional signage, trailheads, owntown plazas, and surrounding areas All 0,000 each 1 0,000
each

2.2  mphasize history and art in projects All epends on 
Location

epends on 
Location

All ,72 ,000 11,1 0,000

    2.3.1  Old Settlers Park entrances N 00,000 7 0,000
    2.3.2  Old Settlers Park lake and Festival Area (including electrical, storage, 
etc.) N ,000,000 10,000,000

    2.3.3  Major trailheads S 1 0,000 2 0,000

    2.3.   Plazas S 7 ,000 1 0,000

2.   Adult Recreation Comple  Phase 2 N ,000,000 10,000,000 Construction / Acquisition
ana ement, perations, and Pro rammin Time rame

ank Action
ity

Sector
st. o  

an e
st. i  

an e Type of Action Potential undin  ec anisms and Sources
1 2
yrs.

3 5
yrs.

6 10
yrs.

2.   Provide drop-in events in neighborhood parks All 2, 00 7, 00 Programming General Fund

2.6  Continue free and low cost events All Programming General Fund
2.7  Continue emphasis on park standards in neighborhood and community 
parks All N/A N/A N/A

All N/A N/A Marketing N/A

2.9   Continue citywide tree planting program All Tree Fund
2.10  Continue emphasis on gathering community and stakeholder input on 
projects and development. All N/A N/A Planning N/A

Figure . , ommunity o esion Actions

owntown, trailheads, plazas, and Old Settlers Park.  Projects like these combat 
neighborhood deterioration, increase property values, and instill a sense of 
pride among residents.  ith an increased sense of pride in their community, 
residents take more ownership of their parks and nearby areas and will continue 
to partner with the City to keep their surroundings safe and beautiful.

Through programs and events, the PAR  also provides e periences that help 
people feel connected to their physical and social community.  A variety of low 
cost and free events has always been a top priority for the PAR  and efforts 

should continue to ensure that these programs and events continue to be 
offered in the future.  The PAR  should also establish a neighborhood drop-in 
event program which would bring events into each individual neighborhood and 
help cultivate social interactions between residents residing there.

The actions listed in Figure 6.3, , are recommended 
to achieve this goal.

Goal #2: Community Cohesion – Creating a Sense of Place
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Creating a sustainable parks and recreation system means providing diverse 
and attractive parks and greenways that enhance the quality of life in Round 
Rock while also increasing the economic vitality of the community.  More than 
that, it is ensuring the long-term sustainability of the park and recreation system 

PAR  should continue to e plore grant opportunities and partnerships with 
other entities as a way to supplement ta payer dollars to bring parks, facilities, 
and programs to the City.

A sustainable park and recreation system also means maintaining and updating 
e isting park facilities and assets.  The PAR  has made a commitment to 
preventing neighborhood deterioration with the Repair and Replacement 
Program.  very two years, a team of park planners, maintenance crew members, 

an asset condition report.  As part of the report, the team visits every park and 
facility throughout the City and assesses the condition of every item present, 

compiled and help determine the priorities for the Repair and Replacement 
projects.  These projects help keep the e isting park and facility inventory fresh, 

The City’s Repair and Replacement program is intended to help maintain the 
parks and recreation facilities throughout their lifespan of heavy use. improve the comfort and safety of children playing.

e citing, and safe for the residents of Round Rock.  The PAR  should continue 
to prioritize Repair and Replacement Projects across the City.  Additionally, 

program dedicated solely to Old Settlers Park.  Old Settlers Park is the crown 
jewel of the epartment and is starting to show signs of age and overuse.  A 
dedicated program for Old Settlers Park would allow for necessary repairs and 
improvements at the park, while ensuring the funds from the original Repair and 
Replacement Program remain available for use throughout the City.

Occasionally, there are projects that cannot be funded through the Repair and 
Replacement program which need to be completed in order to keep the level 
of service of those facilities high.  For e ample, many of the PAR ’s rental 
facilities need constant maintenance and upkeep due to the wear and tear 
associated with frequent rental parties.  The PAR  should create a capital 

maintenance and facility upgrades at some of the more highly rented facilities, 

the PAR  to evaluate current facilities to determine if they serve the intended 

the surrounding support facilities are vastly undersized for the events, corporate 

A dedicated Repair and Replacement program for Old Setters Park would 
ensure that the maintenance requirements of this large regional park don’t 
overshadow the maintenance requirements elsewhere in the parks system.

rentals, and races held there.  The constant use of the pavilion, restrooms, 
and parking lot is starting to impact the quality of the facility and the necessary 
improvements should be addressed to better serve customers and residents.  
Kinningham House is another e ample of a rental facility that no longer serves 
its intended users.  The necessary funds for maintenance on the house have 

the necessary A A accessibility and large open spaces necessary to make it 

should e plore options for demolishing and rebuilding this rental facility.

ith implementation of the recommendations for additional parks, open space, 
and trails, additional manpower will be needed for the required maintenance 
of these projects.  The number of additional team members needed to attend 
to these proposed facilities will vary depending on the use of these facilities. 
Regardless, the PAR  should plan for additional manpower accordingly. 

The actions listed in Figure 6. , 
are recommended to achieve this goal.

Goal #3: Sustainable Park and Recreation System
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Figure . , Sustaina le Park and Recreation System Actions
Goal #3:  Sustainable Park and Recreation System
Pro ects Time rame

ank Action
ity

Sector
st. o  

an e
st. i  

an e Type of Action Potential undin  ec anisms and Sources
1 2
yrs.

3 5
yrs.

6 10
yrs.

3.1  Continue focus on Repair and Replacement Program All

    3.1.1  Neighborhood and Community Park Program All 7 0,000
annually N/A

    3.1.2  Old Settlers Park Program N 2 0,000
annually N/A

3.2  emolish and rebuild Kinningham House S 2,000,000 ,000,000 Construction

All epends on 
Location

epends on 
Location Technology

All 0,000 each 100,000
each Construction

3.   pand and renovate Clay Madsen Recreation Center S 10,000,000 20,000,000 Construction

3.6 Renovate / replace Lake Creek pool S ,000,000 1 ,000,000 Construction
ana ement, perations, and Pro rammin Time rame

ank Action
ity

Sector
st. o  

an e
st. i  

an e Type of Action Potential undin  ec anisms and Sources
1 2
yrs.

3 5
yrs.

6 10
yrs.

3.7  stablish a Life Cycle Replacement Master Plan All N/A N/A Planning N/A

    3.7.1  Pool quipment All N/A N/A Planning N/A

    3.7.2  Site Amenities All N/A N/A Planning N/A

    3.7.3  Trails All N/A N/A Planning N/A

    3.7.   Playgrounds All N/A N/A Planning N/A

    3.7.   Parking Lots All N/A N/A Planning N/A

3.  Create a plan for converting decomposed granite trails to concrete All N/A N/A Planning N/A

All N/A N/A Management N/A
3.10  evelop Capital penditures funds for key facilities (Rabb House, Rock N 
River) All N/A N/A Management N/A

All N/A N/A Management N/A

project assistance and maintenance funds All N/A N/A Management N/A

3.13 Annual review of business plans and life cycle analysis of programs All N/A N/A Management N/A

All 10,000
annually

1 ,000
annually Technology General Fund
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The PAR  should continue efforts to be good stewards of the environment.  
Through landscape management and maintenance decisions, natural resource 
preservation, and outdoor education, the PAR  can continue to conserve, 
protect, and enhance the community’s environmentally and culturally sensitive 
areas.

The management of lands owned by the PAR  should be focused on promoting 
the greatest amount of native species diversity possible in each area.  The 
use of native plant species in landscape projects will reduce maintenance and 
irrigation costs.  The PAR  should also use low-maintenance design techniques 
when renovating spaces.  henever possible, organic landscape maintenance 
programs should be implemented in an effort to decrease the use of potentially 
harmful chemicals which contaminate the environment.

waterways, and increase wildlife habitat.

nature park.

recreation and outdoor education opportunities are also an important part of the 

and education park, are instrumental in the creation of an outdoor education 
program.

The PAR  should also focus time and resources on developing a strong 
outdoor recreation program that is both fun and educational.  Outdoor 
adventure programs help foster positive attachments to nature and help create 
environmental advocates.  Passive recreation opportunities, such as wildlife 

facilitate positive e periences in nature.

Finally, the PAR  has been, and should continue to be, committed to 
implementing programs that preserve resources by using new technologies.  

continues to be a good steward of the environment.

The PAR  should continue to work with General Services to coordinate the 
conversion of facility lighting to L  technology as well.  Additionally, the PAR  
should e plore the feasibility of e panding the use of reuse water for irrigation 
into other parks, greenbelts, and trail corridors, as well as implementing a 
system-wide recycling program.

The actions listed in Figure 6. , , are 
recommended to achieve this goal.

Goal #4: Environmental Stewardship
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Goal #4:  Environmental Stewardship
Pro ects Time rame

ank Action
ity

Sector
st. o  

an e
st. i  

an e Type of Action Potential undin  ec anisms and Sources
1 2
yrs.

3 5
yrs.

6 10
yrs.

N See action 
item .2.2

See action 
item .2.2 Construction

education park N See action 
item .2.1

See action 
item .2.1 Construction

.3  evelop outdoor classrooms All 2 0,000 00,000 Construction

.   Convert facilities to L  lighting All

N 1, 00,000 3,000,000 Maintenance

    . .2  Neighborhood and community park relamp All 2 ,000 / 
location

2 0,000 / 
location Maintenance

.   pand reuse water irrigation, where applicable N Location Location Construction

ana ement, perations, and Pro rammin Time rame

ank Action
ity

Sector
st. o  

an e
st. i  

an e Type of Action Potential undin  ec anisms and Sources
1 2
yrs.

3 5
yrs.

6 10
yrs.

Outdoor ducation N N/A N/A Management N/A

.7  evelop L  lighting conversion plan All N/A N/A Planning N/A

.   Acquire and preserve environmentally and culturally sensitive  areas / 
corridors All N/A N/A Acquisition

.9  Create a forestry outreach program All N/A N/A Programming N/A

.10  Create outdoor education program with park rangers All N/A N/A Programming N/A

.11  Create a recycling program for all parks All N/A N/A Programming N/A

.12  evelop nature hikes and outdoor classrooms in e isting greenbelts All N/A N/A Programming N/A

Figure .5, En ironmental Ste ards ip Actions
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Figure . , e rens Ranc  onceptual Master Plan
hat

Nature Playground

Paved Trails

once tual atu e la ound

once tual ildli e ie in  lat o m
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What?
Mayfield Park is a community destination park along the trail 
system offering a variety of outdoor adventure recreation 
opportunities. The park will provide a vital connection along the 
trail system leading to Williamson County Southwest Regional 
Park. Proposed amenities include:

Proposed Swiftwater Channel

Conceptual Master Plan

Conceptual Purposes Only

hat

adventure recreation opportunities. The park will provide a vital connection along the trail system 
leading to illiamson County Southwest Regional Park. Proposed amenities include:

Archery Range and 3-  Archery Course
Swiftwater Channel for Rafting and Kayaking

ip Lines

Adventure Ropes Courses for Multiple Ages
Nature Center
Nature Trail and Concrete Looping Trail
Fishing/canoe Launch Piers

questrian Trail

once tual

once tual once tual once tual once tual

once tual once tual
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The PAR ’s mission statement is to create positive and memorable e periences 

equitable distribution of resources to all members of the community.  quity is 
one of the most important goals a parks and recreation department can have 
because it encompasses many facets of recreation. Parks and recreation equity 
includes, but is not limited to, providing easy access to recreational facilities and 
programs, offering varying types of facilities and programs, ensuring affordable 
access to programming, providing inclusiveness in facilities and programming,  
and designing facilities and programs intended for all demographics.  quity 
is about providing the same level of service to all residents of the community 
regardless of age, income level, ability level, or geographical location.

environments and amenities that offer a broad range of e periences.  As new 
developments occur, homeowners associations are constructing more and more 
neighborhood parks.  This allows the PAR  to continue to focus on designing 
community destination parks and offering unique e periences in each, so as 
not to duplicate services.  Round Rock residents are thus provided options for 

nature park (see Figure 6.6,  and 

Figure 6.7, 
Park is designed to be a boating and beach park (see Figure 6.9, 

).  Old Settlers Park is being developed as a 
sport and community event park (see Figure 6.10, 

), while Play for All Park will continue to emphasize adaptive and 
inclusive programming as it is further developed (see Figure 6.11, 

).  Lake Creek Park will be developed into a 
social dog park e perience with an e pansion of the current og epot (see 
Figure 6.12, ).  Clay Madsen Park will 

).  Finally, Heritage 
Trail will serve as a Cultural/Historical park and will tell the story and history 

Figure 6.1 , ).

Offering varying community destination parks is only one way to meet this goal.  
Having an equal distribution of community destination parks is just as important.  

recommended that the PAR  acquire at least 300 acres in this sector to develop 
a community destination park to serve that area.  Additionally, the PAR  should 
develop a non-traditional, technology-driven recreation center somewhere in 

is also important for destination playgrounds to be spread throughout the City.  
Currently, Play for All Abilities Park and oanne Land at Old Settlers Park are 
destination playgrounds.  Additional destination playgrounds are planned for 

Merely constructing community destination parks and distributing them evenly 
throughout the City does not ensure an equal distribution of resources.  Current 
parks and facilities must also be improved to ensure that they meet current A A 
and park standards and quality level.  Programming also needs to be a focus for 
the PAR  to ensure a variety of programs are available for people of all abilities, 

innovative, and distinctive recreation programs aligned with the PAR ’s core 
competencies should be provided and made available for all residents.

The actions listed in Figure 6. , , are 
recommended to achieve this goal.

An e pansion of Play for All Park will provide access to greater diversity of 
unique adaptive recreation and programming.

Additional teen programming will be needed as the young population 
continues to age.

An additional recreation center will be needed in the northern portion of the 
City to ensure that all residents have convenient access to a facility.

Goal #5: Equity – Distribution of Resources
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Goal #5:  Equity - Distribution of Resources
Pro ects Time rame

ank Action
ity

Sector st. o  an e st. i  an e Type of Action Potential undin  ec anisms and Sources
1 2
yrs.

3 5
yrs.

6 10
yrs.

.1  Acquire 300 acres in northeast sector of the City N 20,000,000 0,000,000 Acquisition
N 23,000,000 3 ,000,000 Construction
N ,000,000 10,000,000 Construction

    .2.2  Archery range N 100,000 200,000 Construction
    .2.3  Trail network - walking, equestrian, nature trail N 3,000,000 ,000,000 Construction
    .2.   hitewater river / high ropes course N 1 ,000,000 20,000,000 Construction

N 3,000,000 ,000,000 Construction
N 2,000,000 ,000,000 Construction

.   evelop  Future Community Park (N  sector) - Sport Fisherman Park N 10,000,000 20,000,000 Construction

.6  evelop Old Settlers Park - Sport and vent Park N ,000,000 1 ,000,000 Construction
S Construction
N 1,000,000 2,000,000 Construction

    .7.2  Phase 3 Parking Lot N 00,000 7 0,000 Construction
    .7.3  Large indoor multipurpose space with attached outdoor space for 
adaptive and inclusive programming N ,000,000 6,000,000 Construction

.   evelop Heritage Trail - Cultural / Historical Park Phase 2 S /S Partially funded Partially funded Construction

.9   evelop Lake Creek Park - og Park S 00,000 7 0,000 Construction

.10  evelop Clay Madsen Park - Fitness and Recreation Park S 2, 00,000 ,000,000 Construction

.11  Redevelop Lake Creek Pool as training pool with deep water S 3,000,000 ,000,000 Construction

.12  evelop a new non-traditional recreation center in north North 30,000,000 0,000,000 Construction

.13  evelop a veloway and program it for multiple uses N ,000,000 ,000,000 Construction

.1  Focus on and create more social recreational sports facilities All 300,000 00,000 Construction

.1   iversify and evenly distribute destination playgrounds All 7 0,000 each 1,000,000 each Construction

.16  evelop a dog park in another area of town est 100,000 1 0,000 Construction

.17  evelop off-leash dog areas All ,000 each 10,000 each Construction

.1   evelop additional practice facilities to balance with tournament facilities All 300,000 each 00,000 each Construction
All 3,000,000 ,000,000 Construction

.20  Create a recreation sports and practice facility on the west side of City est 2, 00,000 ,000,000 Construction
North 2,000,000 ,000,000 Construction

.22  Acquire property adjacent to Clay Madsen Recreation Center for addition of 
bike park S 3,000,000 7,000,000 Acquisition

.23 Acquire property adjacent to Old Settlers Park N ,000,000 1 ,000,000 Acquisition

Figure . , E uity  istri ution of Resources Actions



oa
a

d
o

d
d

o

a oo d a o d o6.16

Figure . , E uity  istri ution of Resources Actions cont.

Goal #5:  Equity - Distribution of Resources (cont )
ana ement, perations, and Pro rammin Time rame

ank Action
ity

Sector st. o  an e st. i  an e Type of Action Potential undin  ec anisms and Sources
1 2
yrs.

3 5
yrs.

6 10
yrs.

.2   Create plans for undeveloped neighborhood parkland and create plans for 
ne t bond election All N/A N/A Planning N/A

All N/A N/A Planning N/A

.26  evelop Teen Programming strategic plan All N/A N/A Planning N/A

.27  evelop Teen Ranger Program strategic plan All N/A N/A Planning N/A

.2   pand Outdoor / Adventure Recreation Program to include City amenities All N/A N/A Programming N/A

.29  plore partnerships with other governmental entities to provide 
recreational facilities and opportunities All N/A N/A Planning N/A

.30  Continue to focus on cultural programming All N/A N/A Programming N/A

.31  pand Aquatics Programming into deeper water All N/A N/A Programming N/A

.32  Continue emphasis on scholarship program and free community events All N/A N/A Programming N/A

.33  Review and e pand the Park Ordinance to include development of 
neighborhood park standards, trail development fees, and more All N/A N/A Planning N/A
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Figure . , Meado  ake Park onceptual Master Plan
hat

Housing the largest lake in Round Rock, Meadow Lake is designed to be a passive recreation park that encourages water 

park. isting and proposed features include: 

Aerators
Loop Trail

Open Play Field
Shaded Playground
Pavilions
Restrooms

once tual once tual once tual
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Figure .10, ld Settlers Park onceptual Master Plan

Conceptual Master Plan Multipurpose Field Complex 
Championship Field

Rock N’ River Expansion Play 
Feature

Adult Sports Complex

Existing JoAnne Land Playground Existing Hall of Fame Complex Existing Festival Area during July 4th 
Celebration

Multipurpose 
Practice Field

Multipurpose Field
Complex

Dog Park

Rock N’ River 
Family Aquatic Center

Lakeview Area

Tennis Complex

Silver Slugger 
Complex

Cy Young
 Complex Adult Sports 

Complex

Hall of Fame
Complex

Triple Crown
 Complex

Gold Glove 
Complex

South Multipurpose 
Field Complex

Rabb Pavilion &
Playground

Conceptual Purposes Only
Design Subject to Change

What?
Old Settlers Park is a regional destination park providing a variety of 
sports and event experiences.  Current and proposed amenities include:

hat
Old Settlers Park is a regional destination park providing a variety of sports and event e periences.  Current and proposed amenities 
include:

Tennis Comple
Rock N River Family Aquatic Center
Playgrounds
Looping Trail
Multipurpose Fields/Soccer Fields/Football Fields
Festival Area with Lake Access and Pavilions
Proposed Multipurpose Field Comple
Proposed estination Adult Recreation and Sports Comple

Joanne

N
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Figure .11, Play for All Park onceptual Master Plan
hat

Play for All Abilities Park is a community destination park that encourages inclusion, providing elements 
to play, develop skills, and socialize for all individuals including those with disability or limitation. The 
park will continue to e pand its reach and provide additional amenities such as the All Abilities Sports 
Comple  that will cater to children with special needs. Some e isting and proposed features include: 

Retreat Pod
Adventure Pod

ater Tower Slide

Large Playscape
Swing Pod
All Abilities Sports Comple
Protected Synthetic Field for Special Needs
Covered Sports Court
Natural Grass Multipurpose Field

once tual once tual once tual
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Figure .12, ake reek Park onceptual Master Plan

hat
A destination park along the Greater Lake Creek Trail provides active recreation 
opportunities for park-goers and their dog. Current and proposed amenities include: 

Lake Creek Pool
Proposed Sprayground
Playground
Covered Court

Pavilions
og epot (multiple fenced areas for different sized dogs)
ock and Swimming Pond in the og Park

Food Truck Court and Socialization Area

1 -hole disc golf course

once tual once tual

once tualonce tualonce tual
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hat
he Clay adsen ecreation Center is a community destination park along the 
reater ake Creek rail system offering a variety of active recreation 

opportunities.  Current and proposed amenities include:

     cross training area

Court

xisting ecreation Center ymnasium xisting indoor pool

Multipurpose Fields

Covered Basketball
Court

Clay Madsen
Recreation Center

Covered 
Multipurpose Building

Skate Park

Looping
 Trail

Greater Lake 
Creek Trail

Playscape

BMX Pump Track

Figure .1 , lay Madsen Recreation enter onceptual Master Plan

hat
The Clay Madsen Recreation Center is a community destination park along the Greater Lake Creek Trail system offering a variety of active recreation 
opportunities.  Current and proposed amenities include:

1 ,000 sq. ft. skate park

Playground
Looping Trail
Recreation Center with indoor pool, gymnasium, weight room

once tual once tual once tual



oa
a

d
o

d
d

o

a oo d a o d o6.22

Figure .1 , eritage rail onceptual Master Plan

hat

a cultural/historical park and trail with passive recreation 
opportunities. Current and proposed amenities include: 

Trail
Picnic pavilions and
areas

vent lawn
Sun bathing lawn
Nature play area

pedestrian bridge
Outdoor classroom
Playground

Canoe/kayak launch
Overlook areas
Spiral ramp
Stagecoach pavilion
Art pieces to interpret 
the City’s history

Conceptual Master Plan

Conceptual Stagecoach Pavilion Conceptual Spiral Ramp Conceptual Brushy Creek Pedestrian Bridge
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mplementation Strategy
A coordinated effort on the part of the City and community leaders, such as 

the successful implementation of Plan recommendations. This also involves the 
recognition that the City has a responsibility to partner with all local, state, and 
federal entities that can be of assistance in diversifying and improving Round 
Rock’s park and recreation system now and in the future. At a minimum, this 
includes:

City Administration and staff
Round Rock conomic evelopment Partnership

illiamson County
Te as epartment of Transportation

MCA

Adult and youth athletic leagues

Area land and business owners and the development community
Homeowners’ Associations and Municipal Utility istricts (MU s)

Other affected agencies and entities.

of implementing the projects proposed in this Plan is establishing important 
interdepartmental coordination. Coordinating improvement plans with projects 
from other departments, such as planning, water or wastewater, right-of-way 
acquisition, drainage improvement, etc., will reduce overall capital costs to the 
City and speed up implementation.

Further, a substantial, synergistic relationship e ists between high quality 
parks and trails, visible and accessible greenspace, and healthy economic 

neighborhood development is already one of the contributing factors leading 
to the City’s continued economic prosperity. This is because an equitably 
distributed, high-quality parks, recreation, and trail system contributes to the 
attraction of new residents and businesses. This consequently increases sales 
and property ta  revenues, which then can be reinvested into maintaining and 
e panding the system over time. To capitalize on this symbiotic relationship, it 
is highly recommended that the PAR  coordinate with Round Rock s conomic 

evelopment Partnership and the Momentum investors of the Round Rock 
Chamber of Commerce to further ma imize the potential of leveraging the City’s 
high quality park system as part of the City’s overall economic development 
efforts.

Potential Funding Sources
Since funding is the overarching prerequisite necessary to implement any of 

sources which may be helpful in achieving the recommended action items in 
the most cost effective manner possible. ue to potential limitations of funding, 
it is recommended to pursue outside sources whenever possible (see Appendi  
C, ). Outside sources include grants, 

entities.

City Generated Funding Sources
General fund e penditures (i.e., non-capital e penditures) are primarily used 
for improvements or repairs to e isting parks and facilities. Typical general fund 
e penditures are for smaller repair and replacement efforts.

way to fund park and open space projects. This type of funding is a strategy 

projects, and must repay the bond with interest over a set period of time ranging 
from a few years to several decades. General obligation bonds  the most 
common form of municipal bond  are the primary bond type for park and open 
space projects.

These related tools allow a development district to divert a portion of its property 
ta es to fund infrastructure improvements within its area. This can include 
plazas, pocket parks, linear parks, and other types of facilities.

lectric Utility Partnerships
This type of partnership can be established for the purpose of providing and 
enhancing linear parks and trails along utility easements. This partnership 
typically does not involve monetary contributions. However, through use 
agreements and/or easements, it makes land for trail corridors accessible at 
little or no cost to the community.

For many cities, this funding received from developers is a very helpful revenue 
source for park development. The requirement for such a fee needs to be written 
into the City’s Parkland edication and evelopment Ordinance.   

Cash in Lieu of Conveyance of Land
As part of many cities’ Parkland edication and evelopment Ordinance, subject 

conveyance of land.  The goal is for the city to have the option to purchase land 
of an equal amount that was to be conveyed, elsewhere in the city.

utility collection bills to fund park improvements. As an e ample, the City of 

month contribution through their water utility bills. This results in appro imately 
1 0,000 per year, which is used to fund park improvements throughout their 

community.

Tree Restoration Funds

against developers for removing quality trees for development. The revenue 
generated is used to plant trees and to irrigate city properties. 
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Plan pdate
A long-term vision for the City, which includes a 10-year strategy of prioritized 
implementation actions, was established through a robust public engagement 

the community’s needs and desires.

This, however, does not mean that this Plan will serve every need and desire 
of the community for the entirety of the ne t 10 years. On the contrary, it is 
designed to specify guidance for implementation actions prioritized in the near- 

to keep this Plan current and up to date: 

Annual Pro ress eport and Update. Prior to the start of the annual 
budget process, City staff should prepare and present an annual progress 

recommendations should move up in prioritization. 
 hile not required by the Te as Parks and ildlife 

epartment (TP ) to remain eligible for grant funding, undertaking an 

a very competitive grant process as TP  places a higher point value 
(during grant funding evaluation) on submittals that demonstrate a plan 

published in short report format and attached to this Plan for easy use. 
Four key areas for focus of these periodic reviews are as follows:

 An inventory of new facilities should be recorded 

in Round Rock.

current population and attitudes as e pressed by the citizens of 
Round Rock. However, over time those attitudes and interests may 
change as the City changes. Periodic surveys are recommended to 
provide a current account of the attitudes of the citizens and to provide 

to make an accurate comparison of the changes in attitudes and 
interests, it is recommended that future surveys follow the general 
format of the citizen survey conducted in this Plan. 

acility Use.  Facility use is a key factor in determining the need 
for renovation of additional facilities. League participation of sports 
facilities should be updated each season with data from each 
association. Changes in participation of those outside the City limits 
as well as the citizens of Round Rock should also be recorded.
Action Plan. As items from the action plans in this document are 
implemented, updates should be made to the prioritized list to provide 
a current schedule for City staff.
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Figure .15, rails Priority Plan
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Figure .1 , PAR  ision Plan

For Conceptual Purposes Only
Not all land sho n is o ned by the City of Round Rock
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T E RO ND ROCK STRATEG C PARKS AND 
RECREAT ON MASTER PLAN AS
PREPARED B :

Halff Associates Inc.
9 00 Amberglen Blvd., Building F, Suite 12 , Austin, T  7 729
( 12) 777- 600  www.halff.com

and
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Trails Master Plan

The Trails Master Plan and Trail Plates were updated as part 
of the 2012 Master Plan Update.  The ision Plan and Trails 
Priority Plan were updated as part of this master plan update, 
but Trail Plates were not.  Trail Plates will be updated in 2019.  
PARD continually updates trail alignments based on Council 
and resident priorities, as well as development opportunities.   

APPENDIX 0
e ere ce  cume t

PARD Business Plans 

Each Division within the Department prepares a Division 

recovery, budget analysis, and strategic goals for the Division.  

text is not included in this document.

ADA Transition Plan

The ADA Transition Plan for the Parks and Recreation 
Department was adopted by the City ADA Coordinator  Risk 
Manager in 201 .  This plan outlines all physical barriers 
associated with the Americans with Disabilities Act and lists 
recommendations for barrier removal.  These plans are 
available at the Clay Madsen Recreation Center, Allen R. Baca 

By adopting the Playbook 20 0: Building a Connected Community, Council acknowledges, and therefore adopts, the following referenced plans as if their text was included in full:

Recreation Programming Plan

The Recreation, Athletics, and Aquatics Divisions analy e 
recreation trends, current service levels, and current program 
usage.  They also perform a market study to determine the 
appropriate services, programs, service levels, and fee 
philosophy.   The program inventory and evaluation components 
of the plan are updated annually.  The plan in its entirety is 
reviewed annually and updated as needed.

Repair and Replacement Plan

The PARD team performs conditions assessments on all parks, 
facilities, and amenities on a biannual basis.  The results of 
those assessments are analy ed and then compiled into the  
Repair and Replacement Plan.  This Plan prioriti es repairs 
and upgrades at parks based on usage and current condition.  
The Plan is a living document and changes based on condition 
assessments, usage, and additional funding opportunities.


