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HISTORIC $345 MILLION APPROVED FOR PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE

PROJECTS ACROSS TEXAS Download Video
Major increase in funding to help provide transportation alternatives and safer access to

schools and amenities

Oct. 26, 2023

AUSTIN — New sidewalks, bikeways and other types of infrastructure will help improve safety and enhance
quality of life in Texas communities with approval by the Texas Transportation Commission of more than
$345 million for projects across the state.

The funding will go towards 83 projects that will improve access while providing safety enhancements and
mobility options to schools, jobs, public transit and local destinations. This historic investment in bicycle and
pedestrian infrastructure is more than six times as much funding compared to the last Transportation
Alternatives call for projects when it was $55 million in 2021.

“This is a major investment in communities across the state that will help make it safer and easier to get
around on foot or a bike,” Texas Transportation Commissioner Robert “Robie” Vaughn said. “This optionality
supports safety, active lifestyles, health and wellness, and can provide alternatives to traveling by vehicle.”

Unfortunately, Texas is seeing a rising trend of pedestrian and bicyclist fatalities. In 2022 there were 830
pedestrians and 92 bicyclists killed, and over the last five years both have risen nearly 30%. These projects
will help improve safety for people walking, biking, or using wheelchairs, including 24 projects that will go in
areas with a high pedestrian crash history.

“People who walk and bike make up about 1 out of every 5 deaths on roadways here in Texas,” Texas
Transportation Commissioner Alvin New said. “These projects will help the state move closer toward the
goal of zero deaths by giving people a place to walk and bike separate from traffic.”

Some of the projects approved include sidewalks connecting to schools and transit options, shared-use
paths benefiting both pedestrians and cyclists, new pedestrian bridges, and 15 planning studies.

In the Austin District, $27.6 million was awarded for nine projects. These projects include:

e Austin — Metro Bikeshare expansion

o Pflugerville — Intersection improvements

¢ Round Rock — Heritage Trail shared-use path

e Dripping Springs — Old Fitzhugh Road sidewalk project
e Florence — FM 487 sidewalks

e Giddings — US 290 southside sidewalk corridor

¢ San Marcos — San Marcos shared-use path
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o Wimberly — Downtown RM 12 sidewalks
e Austin/San Antonio — Great Springs Trail corridor planning study

All projects were selected after a competitive call for projects from cities and counties across the state. To
see a full list of projects, go to txdot.gov.

The Transportation Alternatives program supports local projects that enhance bicycle and pedestrian
amenities for people of all ages and levels of ability. These projects improve safe access to multimodal
options and connect important community destinations like schools, jobs, downtowns, commercial areas,
and medical facilities for Texans who walk, use a wheelchair, or bike.

For media inquiries, contact Bradley.Wheelis@txdot.gov or (512) 832-7060.
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